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LIFE  AND  RELIGIOUS  LABOURS 


•  OF 

THOMAS  SHILL1TOE. 


The  following  sketch  of  the  life  and  religious  labours  of 
that  eminently  devoted  servant  of  the  Most  High,  Thomas 
Shillitoe,  is  compiled  from  a  journal  prepared  by  himself. 

He  was  of  a  delicate  frame,  and  naturally  remarkable  for 
his  nervous  timidity.  This  was  so  much  the  case,  that  he  has 
been  known  to  faint  upon  being  suddenly  spoken  to,  and  upon 
witnessing  objects  which  awakened  sorrowful  associations  in 
his  mind.  This  peculiarity  of  his  constitution  should  be  borne 
in  mind  by  those  who  read  the  account  of  the  many  perils  by 
sea  and  land  which  he  encountered  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
religious  visits.  The  merciful  preservations  he  experienced, 
and  the  undaunted  manner  in  which  he  was  enabled  to  meet 
danger,  exemplifies  conspicuously  the  all-sufficiency  of  that 
Holy  help,  for  which  he  so  earnestly  looked,  and  upon  which 
he  so  uniformly  relied.  He  testifies,  near  the  close  of  his  long 
and  laborious  life,  that  this  Divine  aid  had  never  failed  to  be 
all-sufficient,  when  faithfully  co-operated  with,  for  every  work 
and  service  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  call  him  to  perform.  We 
are  sensible  this  sketch  will  give  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  his 
dedication  to  the  Lord's  work.  We  hope,  however,  enough 
will  be  found  in  it  to  raise  sincere  desires  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  read  it,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  follow  him,  as 
he  followed  Christ. 

Thomas  Shillitoe  was  born  in  Holborn,  London,  in  the  year 
1754.  His  parents  were  members  of  the  national  church,  and 
zealously  engaged  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the  due  ob¬ 
servance  of  its  religious  rites  and  ceremonies.  About  the 
12th  year  of  his  age,  his  father  took  charge  of  the  Three  Tuns 
public  house,  at  Islington,  in  the  suburbs  of  London.  Being 
naturally  of  a  volatile  disposition,  and  early  addicted  to  vanity, 
this  change  exposed  Thomas  to  great  temptations.  Before 
this,  he  had  been  kept  closely  at  home,  and  was  seldom  suf¬ 
fered  to  go  into  the  company  of  other  children,  except  at 
school.  He  was  now,  however,  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  com¬ 
pany,  in  waiting  on  those  who  came  to  the  house.  He  was  also 
allowed  to  ramble  over  the  village,  unprotected,  both  by  day 
and  late  in  the  evening,  as  it  was  his  employment  to  carry  out 
beer  to  the  customers  and  gather  in  the  pots  again.  The  First 
day  of  the  week  being  their  most  busy  day,  he  was  scarcely  ever 
able  to  get  to  a  place  of  religious  worship.  “This,”  he  says, 
“  by  long-continued  neglect,  became  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
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indifference  to  me,  which  had  not  been  the  case  before  my 
parents  changed  their  abode.  I  can  now  recur  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  I  at  times  experienced  in  going  with  my  parents  to 
what  is  called  church  ;  but  my  exposed  situation  in  my  father’s 
house,  open  to  almost  every  vice,  and  the  artifices  of  such 
evilly  disposed  persons  as  l  had  at  ttmes  to  do  with,  had  nearly 
effected  my  ruin.”  His  father  was  unacquainted  with  the 
business ;  and,  being  of  an  easy  disposition,  he  soon  wasted  his 
little  property.  He  then  left  the  public  house,  and  retired  with 
his  family  to  apartments  in  Gray’s  Inn,  to  live  on  his  salary  as 
librarian  of  that  institution.  Thomas,  at  this  period  about  16 
years  of  age,  was  placed  as  an  apprentice  to  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness,  with  an  acquaintance  of  his  father’s,  who  had  been  an 
officer  in  the  army.  “There,”  he  says,  “my  situation  was 
not  improved  as  respected  good  example,  for  my  master  was 
given  to  much  liquor  and  company ;  and  his  wife,  from  her 
manner  of  being  brought  up,  was  not  a  suitable  mistress  for 
me.  These  things,  together  with  the  examples  of  wickedness 
exhibited  in  the  neighbourhood,  rendered  my  new  situation 
every  way  a  dangerous  one.  But,  though  thus  exposed, 
adorable  Mercy  met  with  me,  and  awakened  in  my  mind  a 
degree  of  religious  thoughtfulness.”  The  company  of  a  seri¬ 
ous  young  man,  to  whom  he  became  attached,  proved  useful 
to  him,  and  prevented  him  from  going  as  great  lengths  in  folly 
and  dissipation  as  he  might  otherwise  have  done.  Through 
the  example  of  this  acquaintance,  there  was  again  awakened 
in  Thomas  a  desire  to  attend  places  of  religious  worship,  when 
he  could  get  an  opportunity.  This  did  not  often  occur,  as  in 
consequence  of  Iris  master  and  mistress  spending  the  First  day 
from  home  in  pleasure,  he  was  left  to  take  care  of  the  house. 
His  master’s  fondness  for  strong  drink  and  company  caused 
him  so  much  to  neglect  his  business,  as  to  be  compelled  to 
give  it  up,  and  move  to  Portsmouth,  where  he  opened  a  shop 
in  the  same  line.  Thomas’s  exposure  to  temptation  was  not 
lessened  by  his  change  of  residence.  Fie  was,  however,  care¬ 
ful  not  to  form  improper  acquaintances.  A  sober,  religious 
young  man  became  attached  to  him,  and  he  states  that  their 
intimacy  was  a  mutual  benefit. 

Feeling  that  in- the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  there 
was  a  danger  of  his  being  drawn  aside  from  the  path  of  vir¬ 
tue,  and  but  little  prospect  of  acquiring  a  competent  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  business,  he  induced  his  parents  to  have  his  inden¬ 
tures  cancelled.  When  this  was  effected,  he  returned  to 
London,  where  he  obtained  a  situation  in  the  same  line  of 
business.  Although  from  the  character  of  the  neighbourhood 
in  which  he  was  now  located,  he  was  still  much  exposed,  yet 
the  change  was  abundantly  for  the  better.  It  was  his  custom 
to  attend  chapel  with  his  master  on  First  day  mornings,  but 
in  the  afteinoon  he  resorted  to  such  places  as  were  noted  for 
popular  preachers.  After  a  time,  he  became  acquainted  with 
a  distant  relative,  with  whom  he  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
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Society  of  Friends.  His  motive  for  changing  was  not  a  pure 
one, — his  chief  inducement  being  to  meet  his  young  relative 
in  order  to  dine  with  him.  This  intimacy  caused  him  to  ne¬ 
glect  the  attendance  of  a  place  of  worship  the  remaining  part 
of  the  day.  He  says:  “My  new  companion  also  took  me  to 
the  most  fashionable  tea  gardens,  and  other  places  of  public 
resort,  where  we  spent  the  afternoon,  and,  at  times,  the  even¬ 
ing.  This  led  the  way  to  my  giving  greater  latitude  than  ever 
to  my  natural  inclination.  Still  I  continued  to  attend  Friends' 
meetings  on  First  day  morning  more  than  twelve  months,  but 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  pleasure.  The  retrospect 
did  not  produce  those  comfortable  feelings  which  I  had  once 
known,  when  this  day  of  the  week  was  differently  occupied ; 
and  I  was  again,  in  unmerited  mercy,  met  with,  and  my  at¬ 
tention  arrested  to  consider  the  misery  into  which  the  road  I 
had  now  chosen  to  travel  would  eventually  lead  me,  ff  J  con¬ 
tinued  to  pursue  it.”  The  more  faithfully  he  gave  up  to.  the 
impressions  of  duty,  he  now  felt,  to  attend  meetings  both  in 
the  morning  and  afternoon,  the  more  his  desires  increased . 
after  an  acquaintance  with  the  Almighty,  and  the  knowledge 
of  his  ways.  “F.arnest  were  my  prayers,”  he  says,  “that  in 
this  day  of  his  powerful  visitation,  in  mercy  renewed  to  my 
soul,  he  would  not  leave  me,  nor  suffer  me  to  become  a  prey 
to  my  soul’s  adversary;  —  that  his  hand  would  not  spare,  nor 
his  eye  pity,  until  an  entire  willingness  was  brought  about  in 
me,  to  cast  myself  down  at  his  holy  footstool.  As  resignation 
was  thus  wrought  in  me,  to  yield  to  the  purifying  operation 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire,  —  that  the  fan  of  God’s  Word  and 
power  should  effect  the  necessary  separation  between,  the 
precious  and  the  vile,  corresponding  fruits  were  brought  forth 
in  me,  and  manifested  by  my  outward  conduct.”  His  father 
showed  great  displeasure  at  his  attending  the  meetings  of 
Friends,  and  took  opportunities  to  dissuade  him  therefrom — 
representing  the  society  in  as  unfavourable  and  ridiculous  a 
point  of  view  as  he  knew  how.  These  arguments  made  no 
impression  upon  the  mind  of  Thomas;  he  however  yielded  to 
his  father’s  request  to  accompany  him  the  next  First  day  to 
the  chapel  of  Gray’s  Inn,  to  hear  their  chaplain.  He  says: 
“My  conflict  was  such,  during  the  whole  time  I  was  there, 
that  I  was  ready  to  conclude  my  countenance  indicated  the 
state  of  my  mind,  and  that  all  eyes  were  upon  me.”  This  was 
the  last  time  he  attended.  He  now  believed  that  it  would  be 
right  for  him  to  use  the  plain  language,  and  to  refuse  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  vain  compliments  of  the  world.  During  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  mind  which  he  passed  through  on  this  account,  he  says, 
“I  .sank  under  discouragement,  and,  to  avoid  the  cross  1 
should  have  to  take  up  if  I  Continued  where  I  was,  left  my 
situation  with  a  view  of  procuring  one  in  a  Friend’s  family.” 
No  suitable  place  offering,  he  went  to  his  father’s  residence, 
intending  to  stay  there  until  he  could  find  employment.  His 
parents  both  continued  much  opposed  to  him,  because  he  per- 
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sisted  in  attending  the  meetings  of  Friends ;  and  at  last  his 
father  told  him,  that  he  must  quit  his  house  by  that  day  week, 
and  go  among  those  with  whom  he  had  joined  in  religious 
profession. 

During  this  season  of  close  trial,  he  was  not  deserted  by 
Him,  who  cares  for  the  very  sparrows.  A  situation  was  pro¬ 
cured  for  him  by  the  day  his  father  had  designated,  in  a  bank¬ 
ing-house  of  a  Friend,  in  Lombard  street.  Here  he  entertained 
a  liope  of  being  more  secure,  and  out  of  the  way  of  much 
temptation.  “But,  alas !”  he  says,  “  I  soon  found  my  mistake, 
and  that  no  situation  was  safe  without  the  daily,  unremitting 
watch  was  maintained ;  for  it  was  evident  that  very  few  of 
my  new  companions  were  acquainted  with  that  inward  work 
I  so  much  longed  after  an  increase  of ;  many  of  them  being  as 
much  given  up  to  the  world,  and  its  delusive  pleasures,  as 
other  professors  of  the  Christian  name.  For  want  of  keeping 
steadily  on  the  watch,  I  had  nearly  made  shipwreck  of  faith. 
But,  oh  the  mercy  of  that  God  who  sought  me,  snatched  me 
again  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning,  and  opened  mine  ear  to 
his  counsel,  pointing  out  to  me  the  need  of  increasing  circum¬ 
spection.” 

About  this  time,  his  mind  became  exercised  with  a  belief 
that  if  he  continued  faithful  to  Divine  requiring,  a  gift  in  the 
ministry  would  be  committed  to  his  charge.  He  says :  “  Ear¬ 
nest  were  my  secret  cries,  in  meetings  and  out  of  meetings, 
for  Divine  preservation  in  this  awful  work;  to  be  kept  from 
running  before  I  was  sent,  and  of  over-staying  the  right  time 
when  the  command  was  clearly  and  distinctly  heard,  ‘Go 
forth.’  ”  About  the  24th  year  of  his  age,  he  first  appeared  in 
the  ministry.  In  relation  to  this  act  of  dedication,  he  says : 
“  O !  the  peace  I  was  favoured  to  feel,  and  which  continued  for 
some  time;  but  I  found  by  experience,  to  my  great  sorrow, 
that  Satan  can  transform  himself  into  an  angel  of  light;  and 
when  he  cannot  effect  his  evil  purpose,  by  causing  us  to  lag 
behind,  he  will  then  try  us,  by  endeavouring  to  hurry  us  on 
before  our  good  Guide.” 

Having  to  purchase  lottery  tickets  for  country  correspond¬ 
ents,  and  attend  to  other  matters  which  he  felt  a  scruple 
against,  he  was  brought  under  exercise,  lest  he  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  fresh  difficulties  in  relation  to  procuring  a  living  in 
a  respectable  manner.  “  But  as  I  became  willing,”  he  says, 
“  to  seek  and  become  subject  to  Divine  direction,  in  a  matter 
of  such  moment  as  the  changing  of  my  present  situation,  pa¬ 
tiently  waiting  on  this  Divine  counsellor,  I  clearly  saw  I  must 
settle  down  to  that  manner  of  getting  my  livelihood  which 
Truth  pointed  out  to  me.  One  First  day,  when  it  was  my 
turn  to  keep  house,  my  mind  became  deeply  exercised  with 
the  subject  of  a  change,  accompanied  with  earnest  prayer  that 
the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  direct  me.  In  mercy  he  heard 
my  cries,  and  answered  my  supplications;  pointing  out  to  me 
the  business  I  was  to  pursue,  as  intelligibly  to  the  ear  of  my 
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soul,  as  ever  words  were  expressed  to  my  outward  ear — That 
I  must  be  willing  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  This 
unexpected  intimation  at  first  involved  me  in  great  distress 
of  mind;  first  from  my  time  of  life  (being  about  22)  to  learn 
the  trade,  and  then  the  little  probability  of  being  soon  able  to 
earn  as  much  ns  would  afford  me  necessaries.  As  my  salary 
was  small,  and  I  was  obliged  to  make  a  respectable  appear¬ 
ance,  I  had  not  been  able  to  save  much  money.  After  giving 
the  subject  due  consideration,  and  calling  to  mind  my  fi-equent 
supplications  to  be  rightly  directed  in  this  matter,  at  a  suitable 
time  I  acquainted  my  employers  with  my  apprehended  duty 
in  (putting  their  service.”  “  My  employers  finding  that  I  was 
firm  in  my  intention,  liberated  me ;  and  I  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  a  man  in  the  borough,  to  instruct  me  in  the 
working  part  of  shoemaking,  with  measuring  and  cutting  out; 
for  which  I  was  to  give  him  more  tnan  half  of  my  small  earn¬ 
ings.  Yet  I  trusted  that  if  I  kept  close  to  my  good  Guide  in 
my  future  steppings,  he  would  so  direct  me,  that  time  would 
evince  to  my  friends  that  I  had  not  been  deceived  in  the  step 
1  had  taken.  The  billows,  at  times,  would  rise  very  high,  one 
after  another;  yet,  to  my  humbling  admiration,  I  had  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  to  the  praise  of  that  Powmr  which  I  believed  had 
led  me  into  this  tabulated  path,  that  they  all  passed  over  me. 
My  little  surplus  of  money  wasted  fast,  and  my  earnings  were 
very  small,  not  allowing  me,  for  the  first  twelve  months,  more 
than  bread,  cheese  and  water,  and  sometimes  bread  only,  to 
keep  clear  of  debt,  which  I  carefully  avoided.”  “  Sitting  con¬ 
stantly  on  the  seat  at  work  was  hard  for  me,  so  that  I  might 
say,  1  worked  hard  and  fared  hard.  My  friends  manifested  a 
fear  my  health  would  suffer;  but  I  soon  became  reconciled  to 
the  change  in  my  diet,  as  did  also  my  constitution.” 

After  being  with  his  employer  eighteen  months,  he  acquired 
such  a  knowledge  of  the  business,  as  warranted  his  com¬ 
mencing  on  his  own  account;  which  he  did,  with  a  capital  of 
a  few  shillings.  After  he  had  been  settled  a  few  months  in 
business  for  himself,  his  health  declined  so  much  that  the  doc¬ 
tors  advised  him  to  leave  London.  This,  although  a  fresh 
trial  of  his  faith,  he  did,  and  moved  to  Tottenham.  “After  a 
few  months,”  he  says,  “  my  health  improved,  apd  my  pros¬ 
pects  began  to  brighten ;  but  above  all  other  favours,  I  es¬ 
teemed  the  evidence  I  was  favoured  with,  that  this  was  my 
right  place  of  settlement.”  His  business  prospered;  and  be¬ 
lieving  it  would  be  to  his  advantage  “every  way”  to  enter 
into  the  marriage  state,  he  besought  the  Lord  to  guide  him  by 
his  counsel  in  taking  this  momentous  step..  He  says:  “I  thought 
I  had  good  ground  to  believe  he  was  pleased  to  grant  my  re¬ 
quest,  and  point  out  to  me  one  who  was  to  be  my  companion 
in  life.”  He  was  married  to  Mary  Pace,  in  the  year  1778. 

In  the  year  1790,  he  believed  it  was  required  of  him  to  leave 
his  family  and  outward  concerns,  to  travel  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  As  the  visit,  if  entered  upon,  would  require  him  to 


bo  absent  from  home  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  he 
had  no  one  to  leave  in  charge  of  his  business,  he  was  much 
tried,  and  at  first  disposed  to  put  it  aside.  He  says :  “  I  found 
the  enemy  began  to  be  very  busy,  endeavouring  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  me,  and  to  sap  the  foundation  of  my  confidence  in 
the  never-failing  arm  of  Divine  Power.”  —  “I  was  one  day 
tempted  to  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  might,  I  must  give  up  all  prospects  of  ever  mov¬ 
ing  in  this  engagement ;  but  He  who  knew  the  sincerity  of  my 
heart,  did  not  leave  me  in  this  season  of  extremity,  to  become 
a  prey  to  the  adversary  of  souls,  but  in  his  unmerited  mercy 
had  compassion  on  me.  One  day,  when  I  was  standing 
cutting  out  work  for  my  men,  my  mind  being  under  the 
weight  of  the  concern,  these  discouragements  again  presented 
themselves,  if  possible  with  double  force ;  but  in  adorable 
Mercy,  I  was  so  brought  under  the  influence  of  Divine  help, 
as  I  had  not  often,  if  ever  before,  known.  And  as  1  became 
willing  to  yield  to  it,  the  power  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob 
was  mercifully  manifest,  subduing  the  influence  and  power  of 
the  adversary;  holding  out  for  my  acceptance  this  encourag¬ 
ing  promise,  which  was  addressed  to  my  inward  hearing,  in 
a  language  as  intelligible  as  ever  I  heard  words  spoken  to  my 
natural  ear,  —  ‘I  will  be  more  than  bolts  and  bars  to  thy  out¬ 
ward  habitation,  —  more  than  a  master  to  thy  servants,  for  I 
can  restrain  their  wandering  minds, — more  than  a  husband  to 
thy  wife,  and  a  parent  to  thy  infant  children.’  At  this,  the 
knife  I  was  using  fell  out  of  my  hands ;  and  I  no  longer  dared 
to  hesitate,  after  such  a  confirmation.”  In  a  short  time  after 
this,  he  informed  his  friends  of  his  religious  concern,  and  got 
their  consent  to  visit  the  families  of  the  members  of  his  own 
religious  Society  in  Norwich,  which  he  accomplished  to  the 
satisfaction  of  those  visited,  os- well  as  himself.  Upon  return¬ 
ing  to  his  residence,  he  found  his  outward  concerns  in  as  good 
order  as  if  he  had  taken  the  management  of  them  the  whole 
time.  He  remarks :  “  After  such  demonstrations  of  the  super¬ 
intending  care  of  the  Most  High,  what  must  be  the  sad  consp- 
quences  of  unfaithfulness  to  Divine  requirings,  should  it  in  a 
future  day  marlifcmy  footsteps  1” 

In  the  year  1793,  he  apprehended  it  to  be  his  duty  to  pay  a 
religious  visit  to  George  the  Third  :  this  interview  proved 
satisfactory  to  Thomas,  and  that  which  he  communicated  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  well  received.  The  king  stood  in  a  solid  manner 
during  its  delivery,  and  was  so  affected  the  tears  trickled 
down  his  cheeks. 

The  cares  of  a  young  family  pressed  heavily  upon  him;  but 
notwithstanding  this,  he  was  frequently  absent  from  home. 
He  was  accustomed  to  travel  in  a  very  simple  way,  generally 
on  foot,  and  was  very  careful  not  to  occasion  needless  expense 
to  himself  or  his  friends.  In  order  to  set  himself  at  liberty  for 
these  services,  he  often  made  great  exertions  in  his  business 
before  leaving  home. 
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In  1805,  he  became  impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  relinquish  business,  in  order  that  he  might  be  more  at 
liberty  to  attend  to  his  religious  duties.  “  The  language  which 
my  Divine  Master  rcnewedly  proclaimed  in  the  ear  of  my 
soul,”  he  says,  “was,  ‘gather  up  thy  wares  into  thine  house,, 
for  I  have  need  of  the  residue  of  thy  days,’  accompanied  with 
an  assurance,  that  although  there  was,  as  some  wrould  con¬ 
sider,  but  little  meal  in  the  barrel,  and  little  oil  in  the  cruse 
of  temporal  property,  not  having  realized  more  than  a  bare 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  all  my  five  children  to  settle  in 
the  w<  rli;  yet,  if  I  was  faithful  in  giving  up  to  this,  and  every 
future  requiring  of  my  great  Creator,  the  meal  and  oil  should 
not  waste.”  This  requiring;  pressed  with  increasing  weight 
upon  him;  and,  after  deliberate  consideration,  he  relinquished 
his  business,  which  at  the  time  was  a  very  good  one.  Soon 
after  this,  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  Island  of  Guernsey ;  and,  al¬ 
though  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  inhabitants, 
yet,  through  an  interpreter,  he  was  enabled  to  proclaim  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  gospel,  in  that  love  which  embraces  all 
without  distinction  of  name. 

In  180G,  his  faith  was  closely  tested,  from  an  apprehension 
that  it  was  required  of  him  to  make  a  further  sacrifice  of  part 
of  his  property,  in  order  to  free  his  mind  more  effectually  from 
worldly  incumbrance.  The  enemy  of  all  good  magnified  the 
difficulties  of  making  such  a  sacrifice,  and  powerful  were  the 
pleadings  of  the  creaturely  part  against  complying  with  this 
duty.  But  the  Lord  whom  he  served,  seeing  the. integrity  of 
his  heart,  did  not  forsake  him  until  a  willingness  was  wrought 
in  him  cheerfully  to  yield.  From  this  period  until  near  the 
time  of  his  decease,  he  seems  to  have  been  engaged  almost 
continually  in  travelling  in  the  work  of  the  ministry;  and 
however  humiliating  the  nature  of  the  engagement,  he  was 
faithful  and  persevering  in  attending  to  it.  The  greater  the 
cross  to  his  natural  inclination,  the  greater  was  his  fear  lest 
self-love,  or  the  desire  of  ease  to  the  flesh,  should  cause  him  to 
shrink  from  the  performance  of  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
will  of  God. 

His  mind  was  frequently  affected  with  sorrow,  on  account 
of  the  abuse  of  the  first,  day  of  the  week,  and  the  great  preva¬ 
lence  of  vice  and  irreligion  among  the  people  generally; — and 
he  often  felt  himself  called  upon  to  address  the  rulers  and 
those  in  power,  on  these  and  other  subjects.  In  one  of  these 
addresses,  written  in  1808,  he  says:  “Many  of  you  are  instru¬ 
mental  in  inflicting  the  punishment  which  the  law  allows  to 
crimes.  ‘And  who  art  thou,  —  O  man,  that  art  saying  to  an¬ 
other,  Thou  shaft  not  steal  V  for  if  thou  art  covetous,  living  in 
adultery,  wantonly  wasting  the  good  things  of  God,  openly 
and  profanely  swearing  and  taking  the  name  of  the  Lord  in 
vain,  art  thou  not  equally  guilty  before  Him  1  If  thou  think- 
est  otherwise,  thou  mayest  be  deceiving  thyself,  but  God  can¬ 
not  be  deceived :  He  is  not  like  poor  frail  man.  How  can 
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laws,  if  they  are  ever  so  well  framed,  prosper  in  the  things 
they  are  designed  for,  except  they  are  enforced  by  example  on 
the  part  of  those  who  give  them  forth,  and  are  entrusted  with 
their  execution  1  Oh,  that  I  had  words  to  enforce  these  things, 
equal  to  the  concern  that  I  feel!  from  a  firm  belief,  that  they 
would  do  more  for  us  as  a  nation,  and  more  effectually  secure 
us  from  the  calamities  which  other  nations  of  late  years  have 
been  witnesses  of,  than  all  your  contrivances  for  defending 
the  nation,  all  your  exertions  used  to  increase  the  number  of 
watch-towers,  or  any  other  means  of  defence.  And  I  am 
firmly  persuaded,  that  every  one  who  is  preserved  in  the  faith 
of  one  God  over  all,  who  is  good  unto  all,  will  at  all  times  feel 
in  himself  the  force  of  this  sacred  truth,  that  except  the  Lord 
keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain.” 

In  his  religious  visits  among  those  of  his  own  Society,  he 
was  often  made  instrumental  in  healing  differences,  and  re¬ 
storing  love  among  those  who  had  long  been  widely  separated. 
In  opportunities  of  this  kind,  the  hearts  of  some  have  been  so 
broken  and  tendered,  that  tears  were  abundantly'  shed ;  and 
that  which  produced  hatred  and  evil  surmisings,  was  brought 
into  subjection,  and  sincere  evidences  of  concession  and  sub¬ 
mission  were  apparent.  It  pleased  his  Divine  Master  to  lay 
upon  this  dedicated  servant,  the  duty  of  visiting  the  most  de¬ 
praved  and  abandoned  of  the  human  family :  he  was  also  led 
to  warn  and  plead  with  those,  who  were  either  encouraging 
or  conniving  at  the  evil  practices  of  such.  It  was  of  no  con¬ 
sequence  to  him  how  great,  —  how  exalted  in  their  own  esti¬ 
mation,  or  how  highly  reverenced  by  others  the  individuals 
might  be,  if  he  believed  himself  called  upon  to  plead  with  them 
on  these  or  other  accounts,  he  did  not  flinch  from  the  service. 

In  his  travels,  particularly  in  Ireland,  he  beheld  with  sorrow 
the  great  number  of  places  at  which  ardent  spirits  were  sold, 
and  the  large  number  of  persons  who  frequented  them.  He 
also  observed  the  degrading  and  brutalising  effects,  which  the 
use  of  this  pernicious  article  produced  upon  the  lower  classes 
of  that  country.  The  apathy  manifested  by  the  Priests  in 
reference  to  this  fruitful  source  of  vice  and  immorality,  he 
found  was  great.  The  estimation  in  which  they  were  held, 
and  the  implicit  manner  in  which  they  were  obeyed,  gave 
them  the  power,  if  they  had  chosen  to  exercise  it,  of  materially 
checking  a  practice,  which,  while  it  was  totally  subversive  of 
any  thing  like  true  religion,  destroyed  the  physical  and  men¬ 
tal  powers,  and  ultimately  landed  its  victims  in  squalid  wretch¬ 
edness  and  poverty.  He  had  not  been  long  a  witness  of  the 
misery  which  the  drinking-houses  were  producing,  before  he 
felt  constrained  to  give  up  to  visit  their  keepers,  and  plead 
with  them  and  their  visiters  against  their  evil  doings;  not¬ 
withstanding  the  anticipation,  which  was  at  times  realized, 
that  he  should  meet  with  insult  and  abuse, 

The  first  visit  of  this  kind  was  in  the  town  of  Waterford,  in 
company  with  Elizabeth  Ridgway,  a  friend  who  had  a  similar 
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concern.  “  Our  service,”  he  says,  “  was  not  confined  to  the  It 
keepers  of  the  houses,  but  frequently  extended  to  ihe  company  b 
sitting  in  them  to  drink;  vriio  mostly  heard  quietly  what  we  ft 
had  to  offer,  and  at  our  parting  behaved  respectfully.”  “Yet  p 
we  met  with  a  few  instances  of  refusing  to  receive  our  visit ;  11 
and  some  of  the  remarks  that  were  made  were  very  humili-  c 
ating,  as  well  as  the  crowd  of  people  that  sometimes  followed  1 
us  from  house  to  house:  hut  by  endeavouring  to  keep  near  i 
our  Holy  Helper,  we  were  enabled  to  rise  above  all  that  other-  , 
wise  would  have  been  hard  to  bear.  The  visit  in  the  city  1 
closed  under  a  humbling  hope  that,  as  ability  had  been  afford¬ 
ed,  we  had  delivered  the  whole  counsel  we  were  entrusted 
with ;  having  to  contend  with  dark  spirits,  settled  down  in 
gross  superstition,  but  yet  so  far  wrought  upon  by  Divine 
Power,  that  the  words  given  us  to  utter  appeared  generally 
to  find  a  door  of  entrance.  We  felt  abundant  cause  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  Lord,  our  Divine  Master,  had  dealt  boun¬ 
tifully  with  us.”  They  next  proceeded  to  the  suburbs ;  and, 
having  finished  there,  he  says:  “It  felt  to  me  as  though  the 
bitterness  of  death  was  not  past,  believing  I  must  submit  to 
make  a  visit  to  the  people  in  the  market,  on  7th  day.”  This 
engagement  was  made  additionally  trying  from  the  fact,  that 
the  market-women  had,  during  the  other  visit,  cursed  them 
for  crying  down  whiskey.  But  this  circumstance,  however 
humbling,  did  not  deter  him ;  he  ascended  the  steps  of  a  house 
near  the  market,  and  was  soon  surrounded  by  sellers  and 
buyers,  “whose  quiet  and  solid  attention,”  he  says,  “  was  very 
remarkable.”  “Feeling  ourselves,”  he  adds,  “clear  of  any 
further  service  in  this  way,  we  returned  home,  with  hearts 
truly  contrited,  under  a  fresh  sense  that  all  things  are  pos¬ 
sible  with  God,  who,  in  mercy,  condescends  to  confirm  this 
truth  in  the  experience  of  such  as  are  willing  to  be  guided  and 
led  about  by  him.” 

A  short  time  after  finishing  this  trying  service,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  visit  the  drinking-houses  at  Garrick  on  Suir, 
and  Ross,  in  company  with  the  same  female  friend.  On  en¬ 
tering  the  town  of  Garrick,  they  became  the  subjects  of  much 
remark,  —  Friends  being  but  little  known  there.  They  gene¬ 
rally  found  both  houses  and  hearts  open  to  receive  them,  and 
what  they  had  to  communicate.  They  were  followed  from 
house  to  house  by  crowds  of  people.  Thomas  says:  “Al¬ 
though  the  houses  would  be  so  filled,  that  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  room  for  another  to  squeeze  in,  yet  quietness  soon  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  was  in  a  remarkable  manner  preserved,  especially 
whilst  we  were  engaged  in  delivering  our  message.  Truly, 
we  may  say,  this  was  the  Lord’s  doing;  and  that  we  were 
able  to  come  at  any  quiet  in  ourselves,  is  marvellous  in  our 
eyes.  By  our  endeavouring  to  keep  in  the  patience,  and  to 
have  our  minds  clothed  with  that  love  which  would  have  all 
gathered,  taking  quietly  such  insults  as  were  offered,  and  any 
opposition  that  was  made  to  what  we  had  to  communicate, 
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jthe  veil  of  prejudice  would  generally  give  way;  love  would 
beget  love,  make  way  for  free  and  open  communication,  and 
for  the  opportunities  closing  satisfactorily,  as  some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  themselves  acknowledge.”  “  Sometimes,  on  enter¬ 
ing  a  house,  we  found  persons  in  a  state  of  intoxication ;  their 
companions,  aware  of  our  errand,  boasted  they  would  have 
liquor,  calling  out  for  large  quantities ;  but  on  our  appearing 
not  to  notice  them,  but  to  take  our  seats  quietly  amongst  them, 
others- would  take  pains  to  keep  them  still,  and,  in  time,  all 
has  been  hushed  into  silence,  as  much  so  as  I  have  known  in 
our  own  meetings.”  On  leaving  one  of  the  houses,  they  ob¬ 
served  a  young  woman  standing  as  if  she  had  been  listening 
to  what  had  been  said;  and  who,  on  bemg' asked  where  she 
resided,  gladly  conducted  them  to  her  mother’s  house,  who 
was  a  widow.  A  young  man  followed,  who  had  been  with 
them  at  one  of  the  sittings.  “  We  had,”  he  says,  “a  religious 
opportunity  with  them  at  our  parting;  and  my  companion  had 
a  favoured  time  in  supplication,  which  crowned  this  day’s 
work.  O,  may  my  language  ever  be,  when  recurring  to  these 
few  days’  labour  of  love,  ‘  Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul, 
for  thy  merciful  Lord  has  indeed  done  great  and  mighty  things 
for  thee.’”  After  the  conclusion  of  these  visits,  he  continued 
to  labour  for  some'  time  among  those  of  his  own  Society  in 
Ireland ;  and  about  the  middle  of  the  year  returned  home. 

In'  1810,  he  again  felt  it  his  duty  to  visit  Ireland.  Soon  after 
arriving  there,  he  engaged  in  visiting  the  drinking-houses  at 
Clonmel,  and  its  neighbourhood ;  and  afterwards  those  of 
several  other  towns.  A  few  extracts  from  the  account  of 
these  visits,  will  furnish  some  idea  of  their  trying  character, 
as  well  as  the  marvellous  manner  in  which  he  was  helped  to 
perform  them.  In  speaking  of  the  visit  at'  Clonmel,  he  says : 
“My  companion  used  often  to  say,  it  seemed  as  if  the  Good 
Master  went  into  the  houses  before  us  to  prepare  the  way,  in 
which  sentiment  I  could  heartily  unite.  Such  were  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  solemnity  we  met  with  on  entering  the  houses,  and 
when  sitting  with  the  keepers  of  them  and  their  customers, 
that  at  times  it  seemed  much  like  paying  a  family  visit  among 
friends.  At  Callen,”  he  says,  “  the  crowd  of  people  that  ga¬ 
thered  around  us  was  very  interrupting,  and  they  behaved  in 
an  uncivilized  manner;  yet  my  mind  was  preserved  quiet, 
feeling  the  necessity  of  letting  them  see  that  my  dependence 
was  placed  on  the  Supreme  All-powerful  Preserver  of  the  uni¬ 
verse.  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  amidst  all  the  consternation 
the  town  was  in,  that  which  was  communicated  in  some  places 
would  be  as  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  found  many  days 
hence.”  In  some  of  the  towns,  whose  inhabitants  were  prin¬ 
cipally  Roman  Catholics,  bigotry  and  superstition  prevailed  to 
a  very  great  extent,  and  the  priests  had  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  people  against  them.  Many  told  them  that  they 
were  bound  by  their  father  confessor  not  to  hear  any  one  but 
him,  which  they  were  determined  to  abide  by.  After  conclud- 


ing  visits  to  the  drinking-houses,  it  was  his  practice  to  visit 
either  the  magistrates,  or  the  bishops  and  priests ;  and  some¬ 
times  he  did  not  feel  clear  until  he  had  faithlully  spoken  to  all. 

The  following  account  of  one  of  these  interviews,  which 
were  sometimes  with  difficulty  procured,  will  furnish  an  idea 
of  the  plain  and  uncompromising  manner  in  which  he  spoke 
what  he  believed  was  required  of  him.  “  On  our  arrival  at  the 
house,  we  were  ordered  up  stairs,  where  the  bishop  received 
us  with  great  civility,  ushered  us  into  a  room,  brought  me  a 
chair,  placing  it  opposite  to  a  sofa,  on  which  he  took  his  seat. 
My  companions  taking  seats  also,  we  dropped  into  silence, 
which  I  broke  by  saying,  a  visit  had  1  een  paid  to  the  drink¬ 
ing-houses  in  Kilkenny,  which  I  supposed  he  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with :  to  which  he  replied,  •  Well.’  I  observed,  that 
in  performing  this  visit  my  fears,  and  the  various  reports  1  had 
heard,  were  fully  confirmed  ;  that  the  laity  profess  to  believe 
the  clergy  have  full  power  to  forgive  their  sins;  adding,  the 
people  may  be  so  deceived  as  to  believe  the  priest  has  this 
power,  but  that  I  did  not  believe  it  possible  the  clergy  could 
believe  it  themselves;  and  therefore  as  their  superior,  to  whom 
the  people  were  taught  to  look  up  for  counsel,  I  desired  he 
would  look  to  the  Almighty  for  help,  and  as  he  valued  his  own 
precious  soul,  as  ability  was  afforded  him,  endeavour  to  turn 
the  minds  of  the  people  from  man  unto  God  and  Christ  Jesus, 
who  only  can  forgive  sins:  otherwise  he  would  incur  a  load 
of  condemnation  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear  in  the  great  day 
of  account,  when  the  deceiver  and  deceived  would  be  all  one 
in  the  sight  of  God,  whether  actively  or  passively  deceiving 
the  people.  That  at  times  when  considering  the  subject,  it 
was  my  belief  that  if  the  Almighty  had  one  vial  of  wrath  more 
powerful  than  -another,  it  would  be  poured  out  upon  those 
who  thus  deceived  the  people.  Here  I  closed  for  the  present: 
he  manifested  great  confusion,  shutting  his  eyes,  as  not  being 
able  to  look  me  in  the  face.  A  pause  ensued;  and  after  a 
while  he  requested  leave  to  say  something;  to  which  I  replied, 
he  had  heard  me  without  interruption,  and  I  was  willing  to 
hear  him  in  like  manner.  He  began  by  saying,  it  was  very 
indecorous  a. id  unchristian  in  me  to  come  to  his  house,  a 
stranger  to  him  and  from  another  land,  and  address  him  in 
such  manner;  charging  him,  who  was  a  man  of  so  much  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  church  of  God,  with  being  a  deceiver;  saying, 
surely  I  must  be  mistaken.  I  told  him  it  was  in  love  to  his 
soul,  and  under  an  apprehension  of  religious  duty.  He  called 
upon  me  to  produce  my  authority  for  my  mission; — I  told  him 
my  authority  was  in  my  own  breast.  He  said,  conversion 
was  a  great  work,  and  he  was  not  to  be  converted  ail  at  once. 
I  queried  with  him  — ‘Are  not  the  people  thus  deceived?  do 
they  not  believe  the  clergy  have  power  to  forgive  their  sins? 
art  thou  endeavouring  to  undeceive  them,  for  the  clergy  can¬ 
not  be  so  deceived  as  to  believe  this  power  is  vested  in  them  V 
exhorting  him  to  be  willing  to  co-operate  with  that  Divine 
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:  Help  which,  if  rightly  sought  after  by  him,  would  be  extended ; 

1  whereby  ability  would  be  received  to  undeceive  the  people; 
jagairi  reminding  him,  that  the  deceiver  and  deceived  were  all 
one  in  the  sight  of  God;  and  that  it  continued  my  firm  belief, 
if  the  Almighty  had  one  vial  of  his  wrath  more  powerful  than 
another,  it  would  be  poured  out  on  those  who  thus  deceived 
the  people,  whether  actively  or  passively  engaged  therein. 
He  said  he  believed  I  meant  well,  and  that  he  commended 
my  principles,'  but  he  could  not  say  he  thanked  me  for  my 
visit.  J  expected  at  times  he  would  have  turned  me  out  Of  the 
room.  We  rose  from  our  seats  to  take  our  leave,  when  the 
bishop  clasped  my  hand,  and  holding  it,  paused,  saying,  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  may  say,  1  feel  thankful  for  it ;  doubtless  meaning  the 
visit :  requesting  us  to  take  some  refreshments,  he  kindly  con¬ 
ducted  us  to  the  stairs  again,  and  we  parted,  never  more  to 
meet  on  this  side  of  eternity.” 

In  1811,  he  was  again  more  extensively  engaged  in  visiting 
the  drinking-houses  in  some  of  those  cities  in  Ireland,  which 
had  been  omitted  on  former  occasions.  In  these,  as  at  other 
times,  he  was  concerned,  not  only  to  set  before  them  the  evil 
consequences  of  taking  strong  drink,  but  also  to  point  out  to 
them  the  sure  way  of  life  and  salvation ;  with  the  absolute 
need  there  was  of  ceasing  from  all  dependence  upon  man,  and 
depending  singly  and  simply  on  the  Lord  alone  for  salvation. 
Many  insults  and  reproaches  were  offered  to  him ;  but  having 
evidence  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  was  fulfilling  a  duty  laid 
upon  him  by  his  Divine  Master,  he  was  enabled  through  his 
help  to  triumph  over  them  all.  He  had  frequently  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  believe,  that  the  opportunities  were  signally  owned, 
great  solemnity  and  seriousness  being  obviously  produced  in 
the  minds  often  of  the  most  abandoned  they  met  with. 

A  description  of  one  of  the  six  hundred  visits  they  paid  to 
the  drinking-houses  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  will  convey  an  idea 
of  the  humiliating  character  of  the  service,  and  show  the  man¬ 
ner  he  was  favoured  to  warn  and  exhort  those  he  met  with  in 
those  sinks  of  dissipation.  He  says:  “  We  proceeded  to  Bar¬ 
rack  street.  The  first  house  we  entered  made  a  deplorable 
appearance.  It  was  very  early  in  the  morning,  yet  we  found, 
on  descending  the  steps  into  the  drinking-room,  which  much 
resembled  a  cellar,  the  window-frames  and  glass  broken,  and 
several  young  women,  without  shoes,  stockings  or  caps,  danc¬ 
ing  to  the  fiddle.  We  made  towards  the  room  set  apart  for 
the  keepers  of  the  house,  where  we  met  with  the  mistress. 
Requesting,  if  she  had  a  husband,  to  have  his  company,  he 
soon  made  his  appearance.  I  endeavoured  to  lay  before  them 
what  arose,  although  I  found  it  difficult  to  get  fully  relieved. 
The  fiddle,  and  at  times  the  screaming  of  the  dancers,  was  a 
great  interruption.  The  man  remained  quiet  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  left  us,  the  woman  appearing  to  have  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  house.  What  I  had  to  say  brought  her  to  ..ears. 
On  inquiry,  I  found  she  had  children ;  I  therefore  requested 
No.  68.  2 
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her  seriously  to  consider  what  would  be  her  conclusion  re¬ 
specting  the  conduct  of  any  person  who  should  harbour  her 
children*  and  suffer  them  to  go  on  in  such  wicked  practices 
as  she  was  now  encouraging  the  young  girls  in  under  her 
roof,  who  might  be  without  parents  or  friends  to  take  charge 
of  them;  saying,  I  did  not  wish  for  a  hasty  reply.  She  con¬ 
fessed  she  should  think  they  acted  a  cruel  part.  I  therefore 
entreated  her  to  attend  to  that  Divine  Monitor  in  her  own 
breast,  which  she  confessed  she  at  times  witnessed  to  be  near, 
which  would  clearly  make  known  to  her  the  necessity  to  rid 
her  house  of  such  company  as  she  now  harboured t  which 
would  be  one  way  whereby  she  might  hope  for  the  Divine 
blessing  on  honest  endeavours  for  the  support  of  herself  and 
family;  otherwise  she  must  look  for  a  blast  following  them 
every  way.  She  continued  tender,  and  at  our  parting,. in  a 
feeling  manner  expressed  her  desire,  that  what  had  been  com¬ 
municated  might  be  profitably  remembered  by  her.  After 
receiving  her  warm  expressions  of  gratitude,  we  proceeded  to 
leave  the  house ;  but  on.  reaching  the  step  of  the  entrance,  my 
attention  was  again  arrested,  and  I  found  I  must  be  willing  to 
return  into  the  apartment  where  the  dancing  was  going  for¬ 
ward,  and  quietly  submit  to  any  insults  that  might  be  the 
result  of  my  being  found  in  the  way  of  my  duty.  On  my  com¬ 
panion  being  informed  hereof,  he  appeared  tried  as  well  as 
myself;  but  I  found  it  would  not  bring  peace  to  our  minds  to 
hesitate.  We  therefore  turned  back,  which  the  woman  of  the 
house  observing,  came  and  stood  by  us,  I  supposed  to  prevent 
any  rude  behaviour  that  might  be  offered.  I  requested  the 
man  who  had  the  fiddle  to  cease  playing  and  take  his  seat, 
which  he  complied  with;  and  those  who  were  dancing  to  do 
the  like,  which  each  one  yielded  to.  The  scene  exhibited  in 
different  parts  of  this  large  room,  if  it  were  possible  fully  to 
describe,  would  produce  a  picture  of  as  great  human  depravity 
and  misery,  as  well  can  be  conceived.  On  a  bench  near  us 
lay  young  girls,  overcome  with  their  night’s  revelling  and 
drunkenness,  past  being  roused  by  any  thing  that  occurred 
round  them ;  others,  from  the  same  causes,  reclining  on  th.e 
tables,  barely  able  to  raise  their  heads  and  open  their  eyes, 
and  altogether  incapable  of  comprehending  what  was  going 
forward.  Companies  of  men  and  women,  in  boxes,  were  in 
other  parts  of  the  room  drinking.  Strength  was  received  to 
utter  what  was  given  me ;  and  after  I  had  been  some  time  en¬ 
gaged  in  addressing  this  band  of  human  misery,  I  think  I  shall 
not,  whilst  favoured  with  my  mental  powers,  wholly  lose  sight 
of  the  distress  and  horror  portrayed  in  the  countenances  of 
those  young  women  who  had  ceased  their  dancing.  Feeling 
my  mind  relieved,  and  about  to  depart,  such  of  the  company 
who  were  equal  to  it  arose  from  their  seats,  acknowledging 
their  gratitude  for  the  labour  that  had  been  extended,  and 
their  desire  that  what  had  been  said  might  not  be  lost  upon 
them,  and  that  a  blessing  might  attend  us.  My  back  was  to- 
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wards  the  door,  and  not  hearing  a  footstep  of  those  who  came 
'  in  while  we  were  engaged,  when  we  turned  to  go  out  I  was 
r  surprised  at  the  addition  made  to  our  company.  My  com- 
’  panion  remarked,  it  appeared  as  if  something  brought  an  awe 
1  over  their  minds  on  entering,  and  they  quietly  took  their  seats, 

■  and  when  the  seats  were  full,  others  sat  on  the  ground.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  labours,  he  felt  it  required  of  him 
;  to  visit  the  mayor,  sheriff,  and  police  magistrates,  as  well  as 
•  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  bishops.  The  communi- 
1  cation  with  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop,  was  principally  of  a 
1  nature  tending  to  rouse  him  to  consider  the  great  load  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  rested  on  him,  in  consequence  of  the  implicit 
dependence,  which  the  people  placed  on  the  clergy.  He  laid 
before  him  the  sorrowful  account  they  will  have  to  give  in  a 
future  day,  who  are  building  up  the  people  in  this  reliance  on 
themselves,  instead  of  turning  their  attention  to  Ghrist  within, 
the  hope  of  glory:  and  especially  where  they  themselves  are 
not  found  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  the  flock  of  Christ's  com¬ 
panions,  and  using  their  influence  and  authority  to  suppress 
every  appearance  of  evil  amongst  those  over  whom  they  take . 
such  an  important  charge. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Kingswood,  England,  there  had 
existed,  for  nearly  50  yeo£s,  an  organized  company  of  despe¬ 
rate  characters,  who  lived  by  plundering,  robbing,  horse  steal¬ 
ing,  and  other  evil  practices.  They  were  so  great  a  terror  to 
the  neighbourhood,  that  it  was  considered  dangerous  to  travel 
on  the  roads  they  infested,  especially  at  night.  Our  friend  in 
1812,  believed  it  required  of  him  to  unite  with  a  female  minis¬ 
ter  in  paying  a  religious  visit  to  these  persons,  who  were  called 
“  The  Gang  •”  as  well  as  the  families  of  the  miners  and  colliers 
of  that  section  of  the  country.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  try-. 

.  ing  service,  they  were  often  obliged  to  travel  at  night.  Dan¬ 
gerous  as  this  was  esteemed  by  others,  they  were  mercifully 
raised  above  apprehensions  of  danger  through  faith  in  the  pro¬ 
tecting  care  of  Him,  who,  they  believed,  had  called  them  forth. 
They  were  favoured  from  time  to  time  with  memorable  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  sufficiency  of  His  almighty  power  to  subdue  the 
strong  wills,  and  soften  the  hard  hearts  of  wicked  men.  The 
minds  of  the  visiters  were  often  deeply  affected  with  the  scenes 
of  human  misery  and  deprivation  they  were  called  upon  t© 
witness,  among  this  rough  and  degraded  portion  of  their  fel¬ 
low  creatures.  Among  those,  however,  who  were  apparently 
destitute  of  all  the  comforts,  and  even  the  necessaries  of-  life, 
they  found  some  whom  they  rejoiced  in  believing  were  in  pos¬ 
session  of  those  consolations  which  sweeten  every  bitter  cup. 
While  pleading  with  the  desperate  and  abandoned  characters 
constituting  “The  Gang,”  respecting  their  evil  practices,  they 
were  often  made  sensible  that  the  Divine  Witness  was  reached. 
Their  hearers  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  they  had  to 
say,  and  expressed  their  obligations  for  the  counsel  given. 

In  the  same  year  many  persons  were  arrested  for  destroying 
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machinery,  and  stealing  arms  and  other  property,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Huddersfield,  Yorkshire.  Seventeen  of  these, 
were  hung.  Thomas  Shillitoe,  hearing  that  the  sentence  of 
the  law  had  been  enforced,  was  brought  under  such  feelings 
of  sympathy  with  the  widows  and  fatherless  children  of  the 
sufferers,  that  he  believed  he  should  not  stand  acquitted  in  the 
sight  of  his  Divine  Master,  unless  he  was  willing  to  go  and  sit 
with  them  in  their  families.  Yet  the  prospect  of  such  a  ser¬ 
vice  felt,  he  says,  “humiliating  beyond  words  to  describe.” 
In  this  engagement,  he  was  instrumental  in  consoling  many 
of  the  survivors,  whose  condition  he  describes  as  being  very 
deplorable,  from  an  absence  of  a  sense  of  religion,  as  well  as 
a  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

In  1813,  he  visited  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  hi  relation  to  the  intemperance  which 
so  generally  prevailed  among  the  lower  classes  of  society 
there.  He  informed  them  of  the  service  he  had  been  engaged 
in  among  the  keepers  of  the  drinking-houses,  and  what  in  his 
opinion  appeared  most  likely  to  effect  a  remedy.  He  also  in 
this  year  addressed  the  Prince  Regent. 

In  1816,  ‘his  mind  was  brought  under. .exercise,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  theatre  being  about  to  at  Barnsley.  Hav¬ 

ing  witnessed  the  sad  effects  produced  by  the  players  occa¬ 
sionally  coming  to  the  town,  particularly  among  the  poor,  he 
remonstrated  in  vain  with  the  person  who  was  about  to  erect 
the  house  for  their  accommodation.  He  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  have  hand-bills,  on  the  evil  tendency  of  theatrical 
amusements,  placed  on  the  corners  of  the  streets,  and  deliv¬ 
ered  others  at  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants.  He  met  with 
much  opposition  from  those  interested.  The  players  ridiculed 
him  on  the  stage;  but  this  he  passed  over  in  silence,  counting 
it  all  joy,  under  an  assurance  this  labour  in  the  Lord  through 
his  holy  help,  would  not  be  in  vain.  The  prospects  of  the 
play-actors  were  so  defeated,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  town,  it  was  said,  much  worse  than  they  came  to  it.  They 
made  several  attempts  after  this  to  obtain  supporters  there, 
but  in  vain.  “I  mention,”  he  says,  “these  merciful  interfer¬ 
ences  of  Providence,  for  without  He  work  with  us,  and  we 
with  Him,  we  labour  but  in  vain,  that  others  may  hereby  be 
encouraged  to  do  what  their  hands  find  to  do  with  a  ready 
mind.” 

The  next  year  we  find  this  devoted  man  warning  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  theatres,  and  subscribers  to  the  news-rooms  in  Shef 
field,  as  well  as  the  clergy  of  the  established  church,  and  min¬ 
isters  of  other  denominations  in  that  town,  against  the  evils 
attendant  upon  theatrical  amusements,  and  urging  the  latter 
particularly  to  use  their  influence  in  abolishing  them.  In  this 
visit  he  was  cordially  received  by  the  ministers,  but  those  im¬ 
mediately  interested  were  so  blinded  by  the  profits  of  their 
business,  that  but  little  effect  was  produced  on  them.  His 
labours,  however,  drew  public  attention  to  the  subject,  and  in 
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this  respect  were  of  use.  He  bore  a  faithful  testimony  against 
the  love  of  the  world,  whether  it  showed  itself  in  vain  attire, 
in  other  extravagance,  or  in  the  eager  pursuit  of  wealth. 
Having  much  deplored  the  departure  of  some  in  his  own  So¬ 
ciety  in  these  respects,  in  the  year  1820,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  write  an  address  to  his  fellow-members.  In  this, 
among  other  excellent  exhortations,  he  reminds  them  of  the 
necessity  of  bearing  the  cross  in  all  tilings,  and  warns  them 
against  'Speculations  in  trade ;  urging  them  to  take  heed,  lest, 
by  coveting  riches,  they  should  make  shipwreck  of  faith  and 
a  good  conscience. 

In  1821,  he  embarked  for  Rotterdam,  having  obtained  *per- 
mission  of  his  friends  to  pay  a  religious  visit  to  some  parts  of 
Holland,  Norway,  Germany,  and  the  south  of  France.  His 
concern  throughout  this  visit,  appears  to  have  been  to  seek 
out  serious-minded  individuals,  and  to  labour  with  those  in 
authority,  not  only  in  reference  to  their  own  particular  states, 
but  with  a  view  of  setting  before  them  the  immoral  practices 
so  prevalent,  especially  in  the  large  cities  through  which  he 
passed.  In  many,  perhaps  most  of  these,  he  was  particularly 
concerned  at  the  manner  in  which  the  inhabitants  passed  the 
first  day  of  the  week.  The  stores  on  this  day  were  kept 
open,  as  on  other  days;  places  of  amusement  were  frequented; 
and  in  many  towns  the  people  indulged  in  diversions  of  a  most 
improper  character.  In  such  instances,  he  felt  himself  at  times 
required  to  print  addresses,  filled  with  exhortation  and  warn¬ 
ing,  which  he  distributed  in  many  cases  amongst  the-inhabit- 
ants  of  such  places.  Although  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
language  of  the  people  among  whom  he  was  called  to  labour, 
yet  he  rarely  wanted  for  a  suitable  interpreter,  and  was  fa¬ 
voured  to  deliver  all  that  he  believed  he  was  required  to  com¬ 
municate.  He  narrates  some  striking  instances  of  Divine  in¬ 
terference,  in  furnishing  him  with  persons  qualified  to  convey 
what  he  felt  called  upon  to  deliver.  Often  with  those  whom 
he  visited,  he  could  not  verbally  exchange  a  sentiment  on  a 
religious  subject ;  yet  he  was  enabled  to  feel  that  nearness  of 
affection,  and  union  of  spirit,  which  the  true  disciples  of  the 
Great  Master  experience,  differ  as  they  may  in  profession,  or 
language,  the  world  over. 

From  Rotterdam  he  proceeded  to  Amsterdam,  where,  he 
says,  “  Our  first  visit  was  to  a  pious  bookseller  and  his  sister.” 
“I  desired  my  companion  to  convey  to  our  little  company 
what  arose  in  my  mind,  and  I  was  largely  opened  in  the  line 
of  the  ministry,  which  produced  such  prostration  of  soul,  that 
at  our  parting,  they  acknowledged  they  believed  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  it  never  would  be  wholly  lost  sight  of.”  Among 

*  It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  when  a  minister  belonging  to  the  Society 
of  Friends  believes  that  he  is  called  to  travel  in  the  service  of  his  Divine 
Master,  he  lays  his  prospect  before  his  friends  of  the  meeting  to  which  he 
belongs,  who,  if  they  unite  therewith,  give  their  approbation,  and  furnish 
the  individual  with  a  certificate  expressive  thereof. 
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others  he  visited  in  this  city,  was  a  young  man  who  had  re-  ■ 
cently  taken  orders  as  a  preacher  in  what  is  called  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church.  “Feeling  something  in  my  mind  towards- 
him,”  he  says,  “and  a  suitable  opportunity  offering,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  lay  before  his  view  the  awfully  responsible  situation 
he  had  placed  himselbin,  by  taking  upon  himself  the  charge 
he  Rad ;  and  how  essential  it  was,  that  the  vessel  through 
which  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Most  High  was  conveyed -to 
the  people,  should  be  pure,' by  the  minister  endeavouring  to 
be  found  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  his  Divine  Master,  Being 
helped  through  this  unsougbt-for  opportunity,  and  enabled  to 
pass,  along  as  1  do,  in  a  strange  land  and  amongst  a  people  of 
strange  language;  is  fresh  cause  frequently  to  adopt 'the  query, 

(  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord' for  all  his  benefits  V  Obedi¬ 
ence  and  praise  being  the  offering  he  will  accept,  may  it  con-  ' 
tinue.  to.be  my  daily  care  to  be  found  offering  them  out  of  a 
pure  heart,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  my  soul.”  On  reluming 
to  Rotterdam,  he  says,  “My  pointings  of  duty  led. me  to  that 
part  of  the  boat  called  the  hoops,  appropriated  for  passengers - 
who  are  not  able  to  pay  their  passage  in  the  cabin.  .  At  first, 

1  took  my  standing  on  the  roof,  to  enjoy  the  scenery  of  the 
country  we  passed  through,  the  day  being  fine;  but  my  enjoy¬ 
ment  was  of  short  duration,  being  convinced  it  was  not  the 
place  my  Great  Master  had  chosen  for  me.  I  therefore  quitted 
my  pleasant  prospects,  and  took  my  seat  in  the  hoope,  which, 
from  the  closeness  of  the  place,  the  company  I  was  come 
amongst,  and  the  fumes  of  tobacco  smoke  with  which  I  was 
enveloped,  I  thought  was  the  most  dismal  of  all  dismal  places 
I  had  been  in.”  “Feeling  it  required  of  me  to  address  them 
generally,  they  became  quiet,  an.d  seemed  disposed  to  receive 
what  I  had  to  offer.” 

At  Rotterdam  he  had  religious  opportunities  with  several 
ministers;  among  others,  with  one  of  the  Scotch  Church, 
who  the  day  after  the  interview  requested  Thomas  to  inform 
him.  how  he  was  able  to  ascertain  that,  his  call  to  leave  his 
home  on  a  religious'  errand,  was  of  Di  vine  requiring.  To  this 
Thomas  returned. the  following: — “ How  are  we  to  know  that 
which  we  apprehend  to  be  a  duty,  is  of  Divine  requiring! 
Answer: — In  the  first  place,  by  our  endeavouring  to  turn  our 
attention  inward  unto  Christ  Jesus,  putting  Our  whole  trust  in 
him, agreeably  to  his  own  declaration.  ‘As  the  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can- ye, 
except  ye  abide  in  me.’  For  he  alone  is  the  wonderful  coun¬ 
sellor,  to  all  who  ask  wisdom  of  Him ;  to  all  who  truly  desire 
to  be  found  going  in  and  out  before  the  people  with  accept¬ 
ance  in  his  sight.  I  have  found  from  my  own  experience,  that 
as  he  is  thus  looked  unto  and  depended  upon,  with  earnest 
desires  to  do  his  will  and  not  our  own,  he  condescends  to 
qualify  us  to  distinguish  between  the  voice  of  Him,  the  true 
shepherd,  and  the  voice  of  the  stranger;  and  strengthens  us 
to  follow  him  in  the  way  lie  requires  us  to  go,  however  op- 
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posed  it  may  he  to  our  natural  dispositions  and  inclinations, 
or  temporal  interest;  and  that,  as  we  are  thus  found  doing  his  „ 
wifi,  we  shall  more  and  more  know  of  his  doctrine;  and  he 
will  not  fail  to  be  unto  us,  as  he  was  to  his  favoured  people 
Israel  formerly,  a  cloud  by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night: 
hereby,  neither -divination  nor  enchantment  will  be  able  to 
prevail  against  us,  or  turn  us  aside  from  the  straight  and  nar¬ 
row  way  that  leads  to  life  and  peace.” 

Feeling  it  required  of  him  to  visit  the  prisons  in  this  city,  he 
readily  procured  admittance,  and.  was  accompanied  by  one 
of  the  jailors  to  the  several  rooms.  “I  requested,”  he  says, 

“  the  prisoners  should  be  informed  mere  curiosity  had  not 
been  the  inducement  for  nly  coming  amongst  them,  but  an 
apprehension  of  religious  duty;  if  1  might  be  made  instru¬ 
mental  in  encouraging  them  to  endeavour  to  profit  under  their 
present  afflictions,  into  which  their  own  misconduct  had 
plunged  them,  for  want  of  their  paying-  due  attention  to  that 
law  written  by  the  finger  of  Almighty  God  on  each  one  of  their 
hearts,  and  seeking  to  him  for  help  in  times  of  temptation; 
whereby  they  were  led  by  their  evil  passions  in  various  ways 
to  violate  the  laws  of  their  country; — in  consequence  of  which, 
husbands  were  separated  from  wives,  parents  from  children, 
and  children  from  parents,  and  they  were  under  suffering 
many  ways.  I  laboured  with  them  from  room  to  room,  urg¬ 
ing  them  no  longer  to  despise  the  long-suffering  mercy  of  the 
Lord  their  God ;  but  to  be  willing  to  turn  to  Him  with  full  pur¬ 
pose  of  heart,  and  render  obedience  to  his  Divine  law,  that 
•true  repentance  and  amendment  of  life  may  be  experienced  ; 
inasmuch  as  the  Almighty  willeth  not  that  we  should  die  in 
our  sins,  but  return  to  Him,  repent  and  Jive; — with  more  to 
the'same  effect.  The  jailor,  who  appeared  to  feel  an  interest 
in  what  was  communicated,  assisted  my  companion  when  he 
appeared  in  difficulty  to  interpret  what  I  had  offered.  The 
prisoners  conducted  themselves  in  a  quiet  becoming  manner; 
many  of  them  appearing  awakened  to  seriousness,  and  some 
much  tendered ;  particularly  one  young  man  about  18  years 
of  age,  of  respectable  appearance,  was  melted  into  tears,  his 
countenance  bespeaking  the  brokenness  of  his  heart.  They 
mostly  offered  us  their  hands  at-  our  parting,  expressing  their 
gratitude  for  the  counsel  given  them.”  .  . 

On  the  female  side  of  the  prison,  they  found  the  women  in 
two  companies.  “On  my  beginning,”  he  says,  “  to  address 
the  first  company,  some  appeared  to  eye  us  with  astonish¬ 
ment;  but  they  soon  ceased  from  their  employments,  and 
manifested  a  degree  of  tenderness  of  mind.  One  decent-look¬ 
ing  young  woman  continued  her  spinning  after  I  had  broken 
silence ;  but  the  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes,  the  thread  fell 
from  her  fingers,  as  if  she  had  lost  the  power  to  hold  it  longer. 

It  proved  altogether  an  affecting  time  ;  thqy  parted  from  us 
respectfully.  In  the  other  room,  some  of  the  company  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  of  a  class  that  had  received  an  education  above  a 
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common  one.  Feeling  myself  under  the  necessity  of  advert¬ 
ing  to  the  cause  of  their  being  deprived  of  their  liberty,  and 
placed  under  such  disgraceful  circumstances,  1  found  that  by 
endeavouring  to  keep  near  to  that  Power,  who  will  not  break 
the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax,  I  was  preserved 
from  expressing  myself  in  a  manner,  that  .might  have  blocked 
up  my  way  in  their  minds.  We  left  them  under  f  eiings  of 
much  tenderness.” 

On  arriving  at  Hamburgh,  he  found  he  must  take  lodgings 
at  Altona,  a  town  adjoining  that  city.  He  says:  ‘‘First  day 
morning,  intending  to  sit  down  quietly  in  my  own  apartment, 
an  apprehension  of  duty  was  very  unexpectedly  laid  upon  me 
to  walk  through  the  principal  streets  of  Altona,  and  notice  the 
manner  in  which  the  first  (lay  was  observed  ;  which  I  did  with 
an  aching  heart.  When  1  had  thus  fir  accomplished  my  mis¬ 
sion,  1  would  willingly  have  bent  my  course  home,  to  sit  down 
in  the  quiet,  and  give  vent  in  secret  to  those  feelings  of  sor¬ 
row  and  mourning,  that  had  been  excited  by  what  I  had  al¬ 
ready  seen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  day  was  abused  in  this 
city.  But  I  found  there  was  another  of  those  bitter  cups  for 
me  to  drink:  that  I  must  walk  through  the  principal  streets 
of  Hamburgh,  the  adjoining  city,  but  under  a  different  govern¬ 
ment,  although  not  one  mile  apart.  I  yielded  ;  but  such  were 
the  feelings  of  distress  already  awakened  in  my  mind,  alone 
as  I  was,  that  I  stopped  short  of  what  1  should  have  done,  and 
returned  home  under  as  great  a  load  of  exercise  as  can  be 
conceived.  In  adorable  mercy,  notwithstanding  my  short 
coming  at  Hamburgh,  a  sense  of  which  caused  shame  and 
blushing  to  be  my  portion,  I  was  enabled  earnestly  to  crave, 
if  it  should  be  required  of  me  in  any  to  expostulate  with  the 
profane,  irreligious  inhabitants,  I  might  be  preserved  faithful, 
whatever  should  be  the  consequences  resulting  to  myself.” 

The  burden  of  the  concern  which  he  was  thus  brought  un¬ 
der,  continued  to  press  heavily  upon  him,  and  he  found  no 
way  of  relief  but  to  sit  down  and  write,  feeling  an  assurance 
that  suitable  matter  would  be  furnished.  He  says:  “1  was 
enabled  to  take  courage,  poor  and  empty  as  I  felt  myself,  and 
sit  down ;  when  Divine  Goodness  supplied  my  pen  with  coun¬ 
sel  to  the  people  of  Altona.”  Having  committed  to  paper  what 
appeared  to  be  the  counsel  of  his. Divine  Master  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Altona,  and  to  those  of  Hamburgh,  he  sent  the  ad¬ 
dresses  to  England  to  be  translated  and  printed.  He  after¬ 
wards  had  them  distributed  in  the  two  cities.  Although  im¬ 
prisoned  at  Altona  a  short  time  on  account  of  these  addresses, 
yet  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  that  their  contents  were 
generally  approved  by  those  in  authority,  as  well  as  by  many  of 
the  better  class  of  the  inhabitants.  He  did  not  feel  as  if  he  had 
done  all  that  was  required  of  him,  until  he  had  called  upon  a 
number  of  the  officers  of  government,  and  some  of  the  clergy, 
upon  whom  he  pressed  the  importance  of  taking  measures  to 
correct  the  evil  practices  to  which  he  had  alluded  in  his  ad» 


Iresses.  .  He  was  kindly  received  by  them,  and  they  acknow- 
edged  that  he  had  correctly  represented  the  state  of  morals 
imong  them ;  and  some  manifested  a  disposition  to  make 
jfforts  to  remedy  it.  After  this,  he  says :  “  I  began  now  to  leel 
is  if  my  service  here  was  nearly  come  to  a  close,  truly  hum- 
aled,  1  hope,  under  a  grateful  sense  of  the  mercies  of  my  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  in  thus  dealing  bountifully  with  me,  making 
way  for  me  in  the  minds  of  those  in  authority  and  others, 
when  awakened  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  call  upon  them.” 

On  his  way  from  Hamburgh  to  Christiana,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  stop  at  Kiel,  where  he  had  some  religious  service,  and  also 
at  Copenhagen.  While  at  the  latter  city,  he  visited  the  royal 
family,  with  whom  he  had  a  religious  opportunity,  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  king  with  a  copy  of  his  address  to  the  people  of 
Altona.  “  The  opportunity  altogether,”  he  says,  “  so  affected 
my  feelings,  I  could  not  suppress  my  tears.  The  king,  and 
my  very  kind  interpreter  also  appeared  affected ;  and  when  I 
withdrew,  the  king  took  leave  of  me  in  a  respectful  manner.” 

His  interpreter  on  this  occasion  was  Count  S - ,  the  prime 

minister.  To  this  individual  he  had  introduced  himself,  be- 
ieving  that  he  was  divinely  directed  to  do  so.  One  of  the 
attendants  of  the  queen,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  religious 
opportunity,  upon  his  being  a  second  time  in  her  company, 
remarked,  “Your  communication  in  the  morning  has  been 
blessed  to  me  to  the  present  time.  Many  of  your  remarks 
were  as  applicable  to  my  state  as  if  you  had  long  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  my  situation,  and  such  words  in  season,  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  long  be  remembered  by  me.” 

At  Christiana,  on  a  First  day  evening,  he  says :  “  A  young 
man,  a  priest,  came  in  to  take  coffee  with  us.  Observing  him 
conversing  with  great  glee,  and  during  his  conversation  mak¬ 
ing  use  of  the  word  comedy,  it  led  me  to  inquire  why  the 
priest  appeared  so  much  elated.  My  interpreter  informed  me 
he  was  enjoying  the  prospect  of  spending  this  evening  at  the 
theatre,  a  ticket  having  been  given  him  for  that  purpose, 
which  he  handed  round  to  the  company.  I  found  I  must  be 
willing  to  remonstrate  with  him  respecting  the  great  incon¬ 
sistency  of  his  conduct,  and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  his 
example.  Upon  his  acknowledging  he  had  preached  in  the 
afternoon,  I  found  it  laid  upon  me  to  reply,  that  in  the  pulpit 
that  afternoon  he  had  professedly  been  advocating  the  cause 
of  Almighty  God;  but  if  he  went  to  the  theatre,  it  was  my  firm 
belief  he  would,  by  his  example  in  being  there,  be  advocating 
the  cause  of  the  devil.  I  observed  from  his  countenance  he 
could  not  bear  such  sentiments,  but  it  was  my  place  to  be 
firm  in  what  I  had  to  advance.  He  pleaded  that  he  was  not 
going  to  act  any  part  in  the  play,  as  a  justification  for  his  at¬ 
tendance  ;  but  I  felt  it  right  to  tell  him,  that  as  a  looker-on  he 
made  himself  a  party  to  all  that  was  going  forward;  and  there 
I  left  the  subject.” 

Describing  an  opportunity  he  had  with  the  prisoners  corv 
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fined  in  the  jail  of  Christiana,  he  says:  “Solemn  silence  en- 
sued.  The  minds  of  those  present  became  so  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  this  solemn  covering,  that  those  who  were  standing 
with  their  hats  on  their  heads,  took  them  off.  I  was  engaged 
to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  prisoners,  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  for  them  in  good  earnest  to  seek  unto  God  for  help,  to  wit¬ 
ness  a  truly  forgiving  disposition  of  mind  wrought  in  them  to¬ 
wards  those  who  came  forward  as  witnesses  against  them,  the 
police  that  had  committed  them,  and  the  tribunal  that  had 
passed  sentence  upon  them,  before  they  could  expect  fully  to 
experience  that  godly  sorrow  brought  about  in  their  minds 
which  works  true  repentance,  and  is  the  condition  on  which 
only  we  can  witness  forgiveness  of  our  sins  from  Almighty 
God  ;  encouraging  them  to  bear  with  becoming  patience  and 
resignation  their  trying  deprivations,  as  the  only  way  for 
them  to  be  profited  by  the  bitter  cups  they  may  have  to  drink 
during  the  remainder  of  their  confinement.”  The  opportunity 
lasted  about  an  hour.  The  mayor  of  the  port  observed,  he  ' 
never  before  had  witnessed  the  countenances  of  the  prisoners 
to  be  so  seriously  impressed. 

On  leaving  Norway,  in  which  he  had  experienced  many  re¬ 
markable  interpositions  of  divine  aid,' he  was  enabled  to  say, 
“1  have  not  passed  along  without  at  times  anticipating  danger, 
lest  I  should  get  off  my  watch,  and  be  drawn  out  into  conver¬ 
sation  beyond  my  proper  business,  and  my  words  be  used  to 
my  disadvantage;  yet  on  as  impartial  a  retrospect  as  I  have 
been  capable  of  taking,  I  cannot  find  that  I  am  charged  by  my 
Divine  Master  with  having  acted  the  part  of  a  coward  in  his 
cause,  notwithstanding  the  caution,  and,  in  some  instances, 
threatenings  of  some  persons,  in  stating,  that  the  laws  of  Nor¬ 
way  are  severe  on  an  attempt  to  proselyte ;  but  I  endeavoured, 
both  in  public  and  private,  before  I  committed  myself  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  sentiment  on  a  religious  subject,  to  feel  something  of  the 
woe  if  I  kept  silence ;  and  when  this  woe  was  felt,  to  deliver 
what  came  before  my  mind  with  becoming  boldness,  and  in 
that  courage  which  the  truth  gives;  thus  fresh  cau$e  is  felt  by 
me  to  declare,  the  Lord  has  been  my  shield  and  buckler,  and 
exceeding  great  reward.” 

In  consequence  of  the  poor  accommodations  and  bad  roads 
he  found  between  Altona  and  Pyrmont,  he  was  very  much 
bruised  and  exhausted  by  the  journey.  Upon  arriving  there, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed,  as  he  could,  at  first, 
find  no  one  who  could  understand  him.  He  says :  “  Whilst 
thus  ruminating  on  the  course  to  take,  a  person  who  had  come 
from  Harlem  came  up,  and  addressed  me  in  broken  English, 
which  caused  my  heart  to  leap  for  joy.  •  I  informed  him  how 
much  I  needed  to  lay  down  upon  a  bed,  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  wliere  any  Friends  lived,  to  take  me  to  their  house.  He 
said  he  would  take  me  to  the  house  of  a  family  who  were 
Quakers,  and  who  were  in  the  practice  of  letting  lodgings. 
This  cheered  me  not  a  little,  and  caused  me  almost  to  lose 


sight  of  my  sufferings,  although  from  'my  dwelled  ankles  and 
feet,  and  sore  bones,  I  hardly  knew  how  to  get  over  the 
ground,  having  half  a  mile  to  walk.  When  we  arrived  at  my 
expected  home,  they  offered  to  take  me  in;  but,,  why  I  could 
not  then  understand,  I  felt  fully  satisfied  I  must  not  take  up 
my  abode  with  them,  and  therefore  told  my  kind  friend  who 
had  brought  me  there,  1  must  seek  other  lodgings.”  He  was 
afterwards  informed  that  the  keepers  of  this  house  had  been 
members  of  the  society  of  Friends  in  .good  standing,  but 
through  some  of  the  stratagems  of  the  enemy,  they  had 
swerved  from  the  sure  foundation.  They  had  both  of  them 
forfeited  their  right  of  membership,  and  become  great  persecu¬ 
tors  and  bitter  enemies  to  the  good  cause  they  once  espoused. 
.“This  was  fresh  cause,”  he  remarks,  “for  reverent  thankful¬ 
ness  that  f  attended  to  the  secret-  caution  in  my  own  mind, 
and  excited  fresh  desires  to  be  preserved  steadily  attending  to 
my  stops.” 

Before- he  left-  England,  he  believed  it  would  be  required  of 
him,  on  his  journey,  to  fill  up  his  leisure  time  in  some  useful 
employment,  that  he  might  be  a  good  example  in  this  respect 
to  others.  Accordingly,  while  at  Pyrmont,  when  not  engaged 
in  religious  service,  he  laboured  on  the  farms  or  in  the  gar¬ 
dens  of  those  with  whom  he  stayed.  His  occupation,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  being  unaccustomed  to  it,  occasioned  him  much 
fatigue.  He  was,  however,  willing  to  persevere,  from  a  belief 
that  if  he  refused  to.  comply,  with  this  part  of  the  terms  on 
which  his  Divine  Master  engaged  him  in  his  service,  he  would 
be  discharged. 

From  Pyrmont  he  passed  through  Hanover,  where  he  visited 
several  ministers,  and  exhorted  them  to  more  faithfulness  in 
endeavouring  to  correct  the  prevailing-  evils  in  that  city.  At 
Minden,  where  a  few  families  of  Friends  were  settled,  he 
stayed  some  days,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Berne.  At 
this  place  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  a  physician  who  could 
converse  with  him  in  his  native  tongue.  The  day  Thomas 
was  to  leave  that  place,  he  received  a  visit  from  the  doctor’s 
brother,  who  was  not  acquainted  with  the  English  language. 
The  doctor  himself  was  absent ;  but  the  visiter,  by  the  aid  of 
engravings  illustrating  Scripture  history,  and  signs,  and  strik¬ 
ing  expressions  of  countenance,  endeavoured  to  explain  his 
views  on  different  subjects. 

Thomas  says:  “My  German  copy  of  my  certificates  being 
in  my  pocket,  I  gave  them  to  him  to  read.  After  he  had  fin 
ished  reading  them,  he  sat  a  while  quiet,  and  then  knelt  down 
by  the  sofa  on  which  I  was  sitting,  and  supplicated  in  a  short 
but  very  fervent  manner.  Although  I  was  not  able  to  under 
stand  a  \yord  he  uttered,  except  Jesus  Christ,  yet  great  power 
attended  what  he  offered  ;  and  a  sense  being  given  me  that  I 
had  been  the  object  of  his  fervent  petition,  I  was  with  him 
bathed  in  tears..  Shortly  after  he  showed  by  signs  we  must 
now  part,  clasping-  me  in  his  arms,  as  if  lie  could  not  submit  to 
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a  separation.  This  unexpected  circumstance  made  such  an 
impression  on  my  mind,  that  i  felt  it  for  a  while  like  a  brook 
by  the  way,  cheering  my  drooping  spirits  when  exercised  with 
the  prospect  of  a  long  journey  before. me,  and  the  difficulties  I 
might  have  to  encounter  on  my  entering  the  territories  of 
France.”  Leaving  Berne,  he  proceeded  to  Geneva,  Lyons, 
Congeriies  and  Paris,  stopping  a  while  at  each  place.  He 
reached  his  residence  in  safety,  after  an  absence  of  twenty- 
two  months. 

About  the  middle  of  the  Sixth  month,  1824,  this  devoted 
member,  in  company  with  Thomas  Christy,  embarked  for  the 
continent,  to  pay  a  religious. visit  at  Pyrmont,  Minden,  Berlin, 
and  parts  of  Russia.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Altona,  he  called 
upon  the  governor  and  the  chief  magistrate,  by  each  of  whom 
he  was  received  with  great  respect.  He  also  called  upon  the 
police  master,  by  whom  he  had  been  imprisoned  when  in  this 
city  before,  he  says,  “to  give  him  my  hand  of  love,”  who  re¬ 
ceived  it  with  marks  of  kindness.  .  • 

At  Berlin  he  nelieved  it  to  be  his  religious  duty  to  pay  a 
visit  to  the  King  of  Prussia.  Having  failed  to  find  an  indivi¬ 
dual  to  whom  he  had  looked  for  aid  in  obtaining  an  interview, 
he  says,  “  We  returned  to  our  hotel,  and  endeavoured  to  sit 
down  in  quiet.  After  a  while  the  way  seemed  to  open  on  my 
mind  with  a  degree  of  clearness,  that  it  would  be  right  to  read 
over  deliberately  the  list  of  names  of  serious  persons  given  us 
by  rny  friend  the  professor,  who  called  upon  us  from  the  uni¬ 
versity.  This  we  accordingly  did,  and  \yith  a  care  on  my 
part,  whilst  they  were  being  read  over,  if  the  feelings  of  my 
mind  were  particularly  directed  to  one  more  than  another,  to 
keep  that  name  in  view;  and  when  the  list  was  gone  through, 
to  see  how  far  it  would  be  right  in  me  to  make  such  indivi¬ 
dual  a  call.”  Whilst  the  list  was  thus  read  over  to  him,  his 
mind  was  in  a  particular  manner  directed  to  an  individual 
therein  named.  When  the  Friends  first  called  at  the  residence 
of  this  person,  he  was  absent  from  home ;  but  on  a  second  at¬ 
tempt,  they  obtained  an  interview  with  him.  Thomas  says: 
“1  presented  him  with  my  certificates,  which  he  appeared  to 
read  with  attention.  Feeling  the  evidence  in  my  own  mind 
that  I  had  now  taken  the  right  course  towards  way  being 
made  for  the  discharge  of  apprehended  duty,  I  felt  as  if  I  was 
with  a  well-disposed  friend,  although  as  to  the  outward  v/e 
were  total  strangers  to  each  other.  During  the  time  he  wag' 
reading  my  certificates,  I  was  afforded  a  suitable  opportunity 
far  retirement  of  mind,  with  a  view  of  seeing  with  some  de¬ 
gree  of  clearness  how  I  was  to  proceed,  in  order  to  receive 
that  help  from  him  which  it.  was  the  design  of  my  Divine  Mas¬ 
ter  he  should  afford.”  Upon  being  informed  that  Thomas 
wished  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  king,  he  gave  them 

the  address  of  Count - ,  who, "from  the  station  he  filled  at 

court,  might  be  able  to  procure  the  interview.  He  encour¬ 
aged  them  to  call  upon  the  countess,  and  make  use  of  his 
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name.  When  they  called  at  the  residence  of  the  count,  he 
was  from  home,  but  the  countess  received  them  kindly,  and 
indicated  by  her  conversation  and  demeanour,  genuine  piety 
and  true  humility  of  manners. 

The  next  day  they  procured  an  interview  with  the  count. 
“On  our  being  introduced  to  him,”  Thomas  says,  “I  thought 
it  was  evident  the  countess  had  prepared  his  mind  for  the 
business  we  were  come  upon,  as  he  received  us  with  open 
arms.  We  sat  down  together  under  feelings  of  much  solem¬ 
nity.  I  gave  him  my  certificates  to  read,  and  then  laid  before 
him  my  prospect  ofduty  to  attempt  an  interview  with  the  king, 
and  his  son,  the  crown  prince;  telling  the  count  I  must  throw 
myself  upon  him  for  help,  and  requesting  his  utmost  exertions 
for  my  relief.  I  felt  such  an  evidence,  after  I  had  thus  ex¬ 
pressed  myself,  of  his  willingness  to  do  his  part  faithfully  to¬ 
wards  accomplishing  my  views,  that  I  was  fully  satisfied  with 
the  matter  being  left  under  his  care.” 

Shortly  after  this  interview  with  the  count,  they  received 
information  that  the  crown  prince  had  been  applied  to  on  their 
account,  and  that  the  time  for  their  waiting  upon  him  was  con¬ 
cluded  upon.  “  The  creaturely  part  in  me,”  he  says,  “  began 
to  feel  dismay :  but  the  merciful  evidence  I  was  favoured  with, 
that  the  all-sufficient  arm  would  be  near  to  sustain  me  in  the. 
needful  time,  whereby  J  -was  enabled  to  hold  up  my  head  in 
hope,  that  neither  the  cause  in  which  1  was  engaged,  nor  my 
kind  friend  the  count,  who  had  been  instrumental  in  making 
way  for  me,  would  be  disgraced  through  me.” 

The  next  day  he  had  the  desired  interview.  He  says:  “On 
entering  the  prince’s  apartment,  he  received  us  in  an  affable 
manner,  offering  me  his  hand.  Having  seen  my  certificates, 
he  was  by  them  acquainted  with  my  views  in  coming  to  this 
country.”  The  prince  appeared  to  receive  kindly  what  he 
had  to  offer  on  several  important  subjects.  Thomas  concluded 
with  expressing  his  heart-felt  desire  that  the  prince  and  prin¬ 
cess  might  be  true  help-mates,  and  instrumental  in  the  Divine 
hand  in  furthering  each  other’s  present  and  eternal  welfare ; 
and  that  they  might  be  uniting  in  a  concern  to  hold  out  by 
their  example  this  language  to  each  other,  and  to  the  people 
at  large,  “Come,  let  us  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
mountain  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  who  will  teach  us  of  his  ways, 
and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths.”  At  parting,  the  prince  said, 
in  a  feeling  manner,  “Do  not  forget  me;  do  not  forget  me!” 
Their  friend,  the  count,  who  was  present  at  the  interview,  afi 
terwards  informed  them,  that  the  prince,  at  their  departure, 
told  him  he  rejoiced  at  having  made  acquaintance  with  those 
good  men.  The  count  then  expressed  his  own  desire  that 
they  might  remember  him  in  their  prayers  to  Almighty  God. 

“Third  day,”  Thomas  writes,  “on  our  way  to  the  hotel,  we 
met  our  kind  friend  who  had  given  us  the  address  to  the 

Count - ,  who  informed  us  he  had  understood  from  very 

^00t\raut-hority’ that  the  had  so  many  engagements  be- 
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fore  him,  he  would  not  be  able  to  see  us  before  he  left  Berlin* 
This  report,  coming  from  an  attendant  at  the  court,  my  compa¬ 
nions  wished  me  to  consider  as  decisive  information ;  but,  from 
my  own  feelings  on  the  occasion,  I  could  not  give  up  the  hope 
that  the  way  might  be  made  for  me  to  obtain  the  desired  in¬ 
terview  ;  and  I  believed  that  nothing  would  be  so  likely  to 
bring  it  about,  as  quietness  and  entire  confidence,  if  my  con¬ 
cern  was  rightly  begotten ;  that  the  same  Almighty  Power 
who  had  thus  begotten  it  in  my  mind,  and  in  whose  hands  the 
heart  of  the  king  was,  would,  in  his  own  time,  make  way  for 
the  accomplishment  of  it.”  That  very  day  they  received  a 
message  from  Prince  Witgenstein,  saying  the  king  would  re¬ 
ceive  them  at  Charlottenburg,  the  following  day;  and  that  all 
things  would  be  arranged  at  the  palace  for  their  reception. 
On  this  Thomas  says :  “  Although  as  far  as  respected  .my 
speedy  release  from  Berlin,  this  message  was  relieving  to  my 
mind,  yet  the  increased  load  of  exercise  it  occasioned,  can 
only  be  felt  to  the  full,  by  those  who  have  been  placed  in  a 
similar  situation.  To  appear  before  an  absolute  monarch, 
whose  word  is  law,  to  plead  the  cause  of  Him  who  is  King  of 
kings,  and  faithfully  to  deliver  his  counsel,  be  it  whatit  may, 
involves  the  mind  in  many  awful  considerations.  The  recep¬ 
tion  of  this  message  was  followed  by  such  a  stripped  state  of 
mind,  that  I  was  tempted  to  conclude  the  movement  I  had 
made  was  under  the  influence  of  the  adversary  of  all  good, 
in  order  that  my  weakness  might  be  exposed  to  those  in  whose 
minds  I  had  already  found  a  place,  which  brought  on  a  severe 
attack  of  nervous  cough  that  tried  me  much.  Yet,  under  all 
these  discouragements,  I  was  favoured  with  strength  to  crave 
of  the  Lord  my  .God,  who  is  all-sufficient  to  fill  my  mind  in  the 
needful  time,  to  empty  and  strip  me,  as  he  saw  best  for  me, 
and  for  the  honour  of  his  cause,  when  my  faith  and  faithfulness 
to  his  requirings  were  to  be  put  to  the  test.  Oh  !  the  earnest 
cries  I  was  enabled  to  put  up  to  be  preserved  faithfully  deli¬ 
vering  what  I  was  favoured  clearly  to  see  to  be  the  counsel 
of  my  Divine  Master,  without  yielding  to  those  slavish  fears 
of  man,  which,  if  yielded  to,  disqualify  for  doing  the  Lord’s 
work  faithfully. 

“  The  fore  part  of  the  night  I  was  favoured  to  sleep  well, 
and  to  have  my  mind  preserved  quiet,  which  was  another 
great  favour ;  but  I  found  that  to  witness  this  state  of  mind, 
which  was  so  essential  to  the  well  ordering  of  my  steps  in  the 
prospect  of  duty  now  before  me,  unremitting  watchfulness 
was  necessary,  as  the  adversary  of  all  good  was  diligently 
watching  his  opportunity  to  set  my  mind  afloat  with  conside¬ 
rations  of  what  I  should  say  to  introduce  myself  to  the  king.; 
but  Divine  mercy  bore  me  up  against  the  torrent  which  worked 
upon  my  mind ;  for,  had  it  been  yielded  to,  it  would  have  robbed 
me  of  the  heavenly  quiet  in  mercy  dispensed. 

“  On  our  arrival  at  the  palace,  the  person  in  attendance  upon 
ns  requested  us  to  follow  him  into  the  garden,  where  the  king 
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would  see  us,  as  I  had  requested  to  be  excused  from  an  intro¬ 
duction  in  the  usual  form  :  this  mode  to  me  felt  a  pleasing  one, 
Waiting  at' the  spot  where  the  king  was  to  meet  us,  the  person 
in  .attendance  announced  to  us,  ‘  The  king  is  now  advancing, 
up  one  of  the  avenues  towards  you,’  and  immediately  with¬ 
drew.  The  king  then  approached  us,  attended  by  the  Prince 
Witgenstein  and  his  aide  de  camp.  On  coming  up,  he  in¬ 
quired,  4  What  is  your  business’’  We  then  first  presented  to  . 
him  the  petition  of  Earns  Pytesmyer,  which  he  took,  and 
handed  it  to  his  aide  de  camp.  On  the  king  being  informed 
the  petition  was  on  behalf  of  a  member  of  our  religious  society, 
who  had  beeri  under  prosecution  on  account  of  his  conscien¬ 
tious  scruples  against  serving  as  a  military  man,  he  replied  it 
was  not  his  intention  they  should  have  proceeded  thus  against 
the  Friend.  On  the  king’s  being  reminded  that  on  a  former 
occasion  he  had  said  conscience  with  him  was  a  sacred  thing, 
he.  replied,  ‘  It  is  so,  and  the  man  shall  not  suffer.’  Observing 
the  king  made  use  of  some  English  expressions,  on  my  saying 
‘I  perceive  the  king  does  speak  English,’  he  replied,  ‘A  very 
little.’  The  important  moment  now  arrived,  when  I  believed 
I  was  called  upon  to  address  the  king  in  the  Lord’s  name. 
On  my  taking  off  my  hat  when  I  began  to  speak,  the  king  took 
off  his  cap.  After  I  had  expressed  a  few  words,  the  king  re¬ 
plied,  4 1  see  what,  he  wants:  Sunday  to  be  well  observed. 
Tell  him  I  have  read  his  address  to  Hamburgh,  and  it  has 
pleased  me  much;’  adding,.4!  wish  the  Lord  may  bless  you- in 
these  your  undertakings.’  I  then  declared  it  to  be  my  belief, 
that  the  present  was  a  very  important  day  to  Prussia, — a  day 
of  renewed  visitation  from  Almighty  God,— a  day  in  which 
the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  was 
dawning  in  the  souls  of  many  of  his  subjects;  and  the  desire 
which  attended  my  mind  wqs,  that  nothing  might  be  suffered 
to  retard  the  progress  of  this  glorious  gospel-day  in  his  do¬ 
minions ;  but  that  it  might  so  spread  and  prevail,  that  Prussia 
might  become  the  beauty  of  nations,  and  the  praise  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  kingdoms;  setting  an  example  of  holiness  to  the  rest 
of  the  continent;  in  order  for  which  there  are  some  matters 
ip  the  state  which  must  be  remedied,  amongst  which  is  the 
sorrowful  abuse  of  the  day  called  Sunday,  which  loudly  calls 
for  a  remedy.  To  which  the  king  replied,  4 1' am  one  with 
you  in  this  respect,  but  it  requires  time ;  such  disorders  are 
not  easily  remedied.’  I  then  replied,  4 1  am  not  wishing  to 
promote  a  superstitious  observance  of  that  day  ;  this  would  be 
of  little  avail ;’  and  that  it  was  my  firm  belief,  by  the  king’s 
endeavouring  to  do  all-in  his  power  towards  promoting  true 
religion  and  righteousness  amongst  his  subjects,  it  would  do 
more  towards  his  preserving  a  peaceable  and  quiet  possession 
of  his  dominions,  than  all  the  fortifications  or  armies  he  could 
raise.  To  which  the  king  replied,  ‘I  believe  so  myself:’  to 
which  I  found  I  must  add,  ‘Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the 
watchman  waketh  but  in  vain;  except  he  build  the  house,  in 


vain  do  they  labour  who  build  it:’  to  the  truth  of  which  the 
king,  by  his  countenance  and  motion  of  his  head,  gave  a  solid 
assent.  Feelings  of  reverent  gratitude  tilled  my  heart,  in  the 
belief  that,  through  the  extension  of  holy  help,  this  day's  wor-kT 
although  very  trying  in  prospect,  was  well  got  through :  the 
retrospect  afforded  fresh  cause  for  making  sweet  melody  in 
my  heart  to  the  Lord,  and  singing  ‘Hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
helped  me.’  May  he  alone  have  the  praise  from  the  visiters 
and  the  visited,  is  the  prayer  of  my  grateful  heart.” 

Soon  after  his  interview  with  the  crown  prince,  he  visited 
the  prisoners  in  the  jail  at  Spandau.  In  consequence  of  the 
drsperately  wicked  character  of  some  of  them,  the  governor 
of  the  prison  did  not  allow  them  to  meet  the  others,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  only  a  part  and  those  of  the  better  class  were  col¬ 
lected.  Thomas  Shilhtoe  was  not  aware,  at  the  time  of  the  in¬ 
terview,  but  that  they  were  all  present.  Yet,  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion,  he  did  not  feel  that  relief  which  he  desired,  and  was  un-' 
able  then  to  assign  a  cause  for  it.  When  he  understood  that 
all  had  not  been  present,  he  (bund  he  could  not  leave  Berlin 
without  endeavouring  to  obtain  another  interview  with  the 
prisoners,  and  especially  with  those  he  had  not  seen.  The 
governor  and  others  discouraged  him  from  attempting  such 
an  interview,  representing  the  danger  there  would  be  not  only 
to  himself,  but  to  those  who  accompanied  him.  He  was  told 
that  a  former  governor  had  been  murdered  by  them,  and  that 
scalding  liquids  had  been  dashed  in  the  face  of  the  present  one. 
These  representations  were  not  without  their  effect  upon  our 
friend.  He  says :  “  I  found,  without  great  watchfulness,  they 
were  in  danger  of  producing  such  agitation  of  mind,  as  w'ould 
be  very  unprofitable.  I  had  concluded,  in  the  course  of  the 
night  previous  to  our  proceeding  to  Spandau,  to  empty  my 
pockets  of  my  money,  wTatch,  pocket-book,  and  my  penknife 
more  particularly ;  tor,  by  having  my  penknife  about  me,  I 
might  be  the  cause  of  furnishing  them  with  the  means  of  my 
own  destruction  :  this  I  accordingly  did.  But,  on  mature  de¬ 
liberation  on  the  step  I  had  thus  taken,  I  was  mercifully  led  to 
see,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  that  departure  from  a  full  and 
entire  reliance  on  God’s  arm  of  power,  which  the  enemy  was 
endeavouring  to  bring  about  in  my  mind.  I  sensibly  felt  the 
performance  of  this  very  act  had  produced  weakness,  causing 
the  hands  that  had  been  made  strong  through  the  power  of 
the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,  rather  to  fail  again.  I  therefore  re¬ 
turned  to  my  chamber,  and  replaced  each  of  these  articles  as 
they  were  before,  taking  particular  care  that  my  penknife  was 
not  left  behind.”  At  the  time  proposed  for  them  to  see  the 
governor,  they  went  to  the  prison.  “  On  being  introduced  to 
him,  I  presented  my  fresh  order  from  the  minister  of  justice,  to 
visit  the  prisoners  again.  His  countenance  bespoke  the  effect 
it  had  on  his  mind,  as  he  showed  himself  uncomfortable  and 
much  agitated;  probably  from  two  causes:  the  peremptory 
manner  in  v'hich  the  order  w'as  couched,  and  the  fear  prevail- 
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ing  in  his  mind  of  those  he  called  the  most  desperate  of  the 
prisoners  being  loose  together  in  the  yard.  For  a  time  he 
appeared  like  a  man  recovering  from,  a  violent  electric  shock, 
and  . then  again  stood  like  a  petr  ified  subject.  During  this  sea¬ 
son  of  proving  to  the  governor  and  my  companions,  I  trust  I 
was  not  void  of  a  proper  feeling  for  him,  and  for  them ;  but  I 
i  found  I  must  maintain  my  part  with  firmness.  After  the  go- 
s  vcrnor  had  a  little  recovered  himself,  he  brought  forward,  as 
!  before,  many  reasons  to  prevent  my  seeing  the  prisoners ;  but, 
as  his  excuses  did  not  prove  effectual,  he  next  tried  what  hd 
could  do  by  persuasion,  saying,  that  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  disposition  of  some  of  the  prisoners,  it  would  be  danger¬ 
ous  to  attempt  to  have  them  assembled  as  1  wished.  No  such 
apprehensions,  however,  prevailed  with  me,  in  whatever  way 
I  viewed  the  matter;  yet  I  humbly  hope  I  may  say  I  was  not 
lost  to  a  feeling  of  sympathy  for  those  who  were  to  accompany 
me,  and  who  did  not  see  and  feel  the  subject  as  I  was  enabled 
to  do.  The  governor,  seeing  there  was  no  other  way,  yielded 
to  my  request,  and  ordered  all  thv>  men  prisoners  to  be  assem¬ 
bled  in  the  great  yard  of  the  prison.  On  entering  the  yard 
where  they  were  assembled,  I  observed  that  the  number  far 
exceeded  what  I  had  met  with  at  my  first  visit,  there  now  ap¬ 
pearing  from  three  to  four  hundred  prisoners;  many  forbid¬ 
ding  countenances  I  could  not  recollect  to  have  seen  before, 
whose  legs  were  loaded  with  irons,  but  not  their  hands.  Had 
they  been  disposed’ to  injure  us,  I  thought,  as  I  viewed  those 
who  were  placed  in  front,  we  should  only  be  like  so  many 
grasshoppers  amongst  them.  Besides  ourselves  and  the  go¬ 
vernor,  we  had  the  company  of  the  head  officer  of  the  town, 
several  military  officers,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants.  Our 
kind  friend,  the  pastor,  placed  us  on  a  flight  of  steps,  very 
suitable  for  the  occasion,  and  the  prisoners  formed  a  circle  in 
front  of  the  steps.  After  a  pause,  the  governor  addressed  the 
prisoners.  Although  I  could  not  understand  a  word  which  he 
!  expressed,  yet  1  had  a  clear  evidence  that  his  matter  was  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  occasion,  and  that  he  was  assisted  by  best 
help  in  doing  it.  His  observations  produced  a  remarkable 
quiet  over  the  whole  assembly;  not  the  motion  of  a  foot,  or 
clink  of  . a  fetter  was  to  be  heard.  This  address  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  seemed  very  much  to  open  my  way  in  the  minds  of  the 
prisoners.  I  cannot  call  to  remembrance  a  time  when  I  have 
found  a  more  open  door  to  receive  what  was  communicated, 
than  in  this  opportunity.  The  countenances  of  many  of  the 
prisoners  appeared  sorrowfully  affected,  and  bathed  in  tears; 
and  the  quiet,  solid  manner  in  which  they  behaved  during  the 
whole  of  the  meeting,  considering  what  a  rough,  uncultivated 
company  they  appeared  to  be,  was  a  striking  proof  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  power  of  God,  now,  as  formerly,  to  control 
and  bring  into  subjection  the  evil  power  in  man  ;  that  thus  He 
alone,  whose  right  it  is  to  reign,  may  have  the  dominion. 
Having  been  favoured  with  ability  fully  to  relieve  my  mind 
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towards  them,  I  found  I  must  propose  to  give  each  of  the  prl 
soners  my  hand  of  love,  before  I  left  them,  and  the  governoi 
arranged  them  for  that  purpose.  In  this  step  I  was  led  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  prisoners  generally  sympathised ;  for,  although  they 
were  not  able  to  express  themselves  in  my  own  language, 
their  countenances,  and  their  manner  of  pressing  my  hand,  1 
thought  fully  indicated  this  disposition  of  mind. 

“Having  taken  a  farewell  of  the  prisoners,  we  retired  to  tha 
governor’s  apartment,  who  seemed  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to 
manifest  his  kindness  towards  us.  The  pastor  not  following 
us,  I  felt  anxious  to  take  leave  of  him ;  but  before  we  had  fin¬ 
ished  the  repast  which  the  governor  had  kindly  set.  before  us, 
the  pastor  joined  us,  informing  us  he  had  been  detained  with 
the  prisoners,  who  had  requested  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  of  them,  to  express  their  thankfulness  for  the  visit,  and 
that  many  of  them  could  say  the  words  that  had  been  deli¬ 
vered  amongst  them  reached  to  their  very  hearts,  and  they 
hoped  would,  in  a  future  day,  produce  good  fruits,  May  all 
the  praise  be  given  where  alone  it  is  due,  is  the  prayer  of  my 
soul !  We  parted  from  the  governor  very  affectionately,  and 
the  pastor  accompanying  us  to  our  hotel,  experienced  the  re¬ 
gret  which  he  and  others  felt,  that  our  stay  amongst  them  was 
of  so  short  a  duration.  We  were  informed  that  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  account  in  the  world,  was  in  the  practice  of  assert¬ 
ing  it  to  be  his  belief  there  was  no  such  thing  as  people  being 
actuated  by  the  love  of  God  in  their  conduct  'towards  each 
other.  Our  first  visit  to  Spandau  excited  much  conversation 
amongst  the  town’s  people,  our  motive  for  making  it  being 
viewed  by  some  as  proceeding  purely  from  the  love  of  God  : 
this  man  took  up  the  subject  in  support  of  his  own  opinions. 
In  the  course  of  his  arguing,  he  became  so  convinced  that  no¬ 
thing  short  of  the  love  of  God  to  the  poor  prisoners  could  have 
influenced  us  to  leave  our  homes  and  families,  and  endure  the 
hardships  by  sea  and  land  which  we  must  have  done,  that  he 
acknowledged  he  must  now  abandon  his  former  opinions  on 
this  subject.” 

Soon  after  this  opportunity,  he  felt  at  liberty  to  leave  Ber¬ 
lin,  and  proceed  to  Hamburgh,  which  he  says  he  was  favoured 
to  reach  “  with  songs  of  praise  in  his  heart  to  that  Almighty 
Power  who  had  so  mercifully  cared”  for  him  every  way.  At 
Hamburgh  he  was  advised  to  go  to  Lubeck,  and  from  there 
take  passage  to  Armstadt,  on  his  way  to  Petersburgh.  The 
vessels  from  that  port  had  superior  accommodations  to  those 
which  sailed  from  Elsineur.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  ease 
and  comfort,  he  would  have  much  preferred  going  that  way, 
particularly  so  as  he  felt  reluctant  to  set  his  feet  again  in  Co¬ 
penhagen.  But  the  more  he  inclined  to  go  by  Lubeck,  the 
clearer  he  thought  he  saw,  by  taking  shipping  there,  he  would 
in  some  way,  he  knew  not  how,  be  involved  in  difficulty.  He 
accordingly  concluded  to  go  by  Elsineur,  and  was  favoured 
to  arrive  at  Copenhagen  safely.  In  this  city  he  distributed  his 


books  and  pamphlets,  feeling  apprehensions  of  danger  respect* 
ing  taking  any  to  Petersburg,  although  he  had  not  heard  of 
any  prohibition  relative  to  them.  He  now  thought  he  would 
pass  on  to  Elsineur  without  further  delay,  and  procured  his 
passports  for  that  purpose.  •  In  passing  the  theatre,  however, 
on  First  day,  his  attention  was  arrested  by  seeing  workmen 
engaged  preparing  for  the  diversions,  which  were  to  take 
place  in  the  evening.  “  This  sight,”  he  says,  “  struck  at  my 
very  life,  and  great  fear  came  over  me  that  my  liberation  was 
not  so  near  as  I  expected.  The  gates  of  Copenhagen  appeared 
closed  against  me,  and  this  warning  voice  arose,  ‘  Go  not  out 
by  haste,  or  by  flight,  but  fulfil  the  whole  of  the  appointed 
time.’  ”  This  he  found  must  be  attended  to  if  he  secured  a 
safe  guidance  back  again  to  his  native  land.  “  I  saw  no  way 
for  me  but  to  endeavour  to  labour  after  entire  resignation  to 
be  willing  to  do  all  that  appeared  to  be  the  Divine  requiring 
respecting  me.  After  setting  down  in  quiet,  with  my  mind 
turned  inward  to  the  Lord  for  his  counsel  and  help,  a  visit 
to  the  crown  prince  and  princess  came  again  before  me,  and 
I  found  that  I  must  be  willing  to  do  my  part  towards  its  being 
accomplished,  if  I  left  with  a  peaceful  mind.”  The  interview 
was  obtained,  and  the  prince  favoured  him  with  a  full  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  declare  what  he  believed  required  of  him.  He  also 
found  it  his  duty  to  address  the  king  in  writing,  which  having 
done,  he  felt  that  it  would  be  right  to  hand  it  to  the  princess, 
and  have  her  assurance  that  it  should  be  placed  in  tbe  hands 
of  the  king.  He  had  a  full  opportunity  with  them,  and  wrote 
an  address  to  the  king,  yet  tbe  way  did  not  open  for  his  peace¬ 
fully  leaving  the  city  even  after  these  services  were  performed, 
although  he  much  desired  to  go,  in  consequence  of  an  appre¬ 
hension  of  being  out  in  the  equinoctial  gales.  He  was  how¬ 
ever  favoured  with  an  assurance,  if  he  simply  attended  to 
what  appeared  to  be  his  proper  business,  he  who  calls  to 
the  work,  and  who  can  command  the  winds  at  his  pleasure, 
would  waft  him  safely  over  to  the  Russian  shore,  and  give 
him  a  safe  passage  back  to  his  native  land;  “which  assur¬ 
ance,”  he  says,  “brought  tears  of  joy  from  my  eyes.”  He 
now  felt  a  concern  to  visit  the  prisoners  at  this  place,  be- 

f inning  with  the  women.  He  says:  “it  was  quietly  con- 
ucted.  The  prisoners  were  so  greatly  broken  into  tears, 
that  I  found  it  bard  work  fully  to  obtain  relief  of  mind.  What 
I  had  to  communicate  to  the  men  in  one  of  the  apartments 
appeared  to  be  generally  well  received ;  heartfelt  sorrow  was 
in  a  striking  manner  imprinted  on  many  of  their  countenances, 
and  great  quietness  continued  throughout.  In  another  apart¬ 
ment,  containing  the  most  abandoned  and  depraved  of  those 
who  were  confined,  the  countenances  of  many  appeared  solid, 
and  as  if  sorrow  for  their  misconduct  filled  their  hearts;  the 
tears  stood  in  the  eyes  of  some,  and  trickled  down  the  cheeks 
of  others.”  It  being  late  in  the  evening,  and  he  feeling  mtich 
exhausted  from  the  efforts  of  the  day,  Omitted  giving  each  his 
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“hand  of  love.”  “This  Omission, ”  he  says,  “has  often  since  D 
occasioned  me  some  severe  plungings  of  mind  ;  and  from  what  ft 
I  at  times  feel  when  this  visit  comes  up  into  view,  had  I  to  (i 
pass  through  the  same  opportunity  again,  I  would  rather  it  ft 
was  necessary  from  exhaustion  to  carry  me  off'  the  spot,  than  itl 
to  omit,  as  I  did,  giving  these  poor  creatures,  each  one,  my  f, 
hand  of  love.”  U 

Being  now  made  sensible  that  his  service  in  this  place  was  ( 
brought  to  a  peaceful  close,  he  set  off  next  day  for  Elsineur,  j  t 
where  he  arrived  in  the  afternoon.  He  here  found  a  letter  < 
from  Daniel  Wheeler,  giving  him  instructions  how  to  proceed  ’] 
on  arriving  at  Cronstadt,  and  inviting  him  to  his  house,  —  an  i 
invitation  truly  acceptable  to  him,  as  he  had  a  sense  of  the 
need  there  would  be  for  him  when  at  Petersburg,  to  try  to 
find  a  sheltering  place  in  an  English  family,  where  he  could 
be  out  of  the  way  of  much  company.  From  Elsineur  he  for¬ 
warded  all  his  papers  to  England,  and  retained  no  other  book 
than  his  bible.  He  reached  Cronstadt  after  a  voyage  of  4  or 
5  days,  but  was  detained  a  short  time  before  the  vessel  co,  Id 
enter  the  port.  This  detention  arose  from  some  vessels  from 
Lubeck  having  been  seized,  together  with  the  luggage  of  the 
passengers,  in  consequence  of  having  on  board  goods  con¬ 
cealed,  for  the  purpose  of  smuggling  into  Cronstadt.  They 
had  sailed  about  the  time  he  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
embarked,  had  he  taken  that  route,  and  consequently  he 
would  very  probably  have  been  on  board  of  one  of  them. 
The  passengers  were  involved  in  great  distress,  on  account 
of  the  loss  of  their  baggage;  on  observing  which,  he  says:  — 

“  I  felt  fresh  cause  for  thankfulness  on  my  part,  it  being  a  fur¬ 
ther  proof  of  the  watchful  care  of  Israel’s  shepherd  over  me; 
and  that  this  might  be  engraven  on  my  heart  as  with  the  point 
of  a  diamond,  never  to  be  effaced,  was  the  earnest  prayer  of 
my  soul.”  From  Cronstadt  he  proceeded  in  a  steamboat  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  met  by  a  friend,  who  took  him  a 
short  distance  out  of  the  city  to  the  residence  of  his  friend 
Darnel  Wheeler,  apparently  just  such  a  retreat  as  he  most 
wished.  Although  the  company  of  members  of  his  own  reli¬ 
gious  society  was  very  grateful  to  him,  and  he  was  very  kindly 
cared  for  by  them,  he  was  soon  made  sensible  that  this  quiet 
abode  was  not  to  be  his  resting-place  during  his  tarriance  in 
those  parts.  He  believed  that  he  must  be  willing  to  submit  to 
take  up  his  residence  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  “  under  the  as¬ 
surance,”  he  remarks,  “  that  if  1  kept  humble  and  simple  in  all  ’ 
my  movements,  Divine  Mercy  would  so  watch  over  me,  that 
I  should  not  be  harmed.”  This  prospect  caused  him  sadness 
of  heart ;  but  after  some  sleepless  nights,  seeing  no  way  to 
secure  Divine  protection  but  by  yielding,  he  informed  his  kind 
friend  Daniel  Wheeler,  and  requested  him  to  look  out  for  suit¬ 
able  lodgings.  Several  places  were  offered,  and  as  respected 
accommodations  for  his  poor  body,  he  remarks :  “  They  were 
very  suitable,  nothing  being  wanted  but  the  sanction  of  my 
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Divine  Master."  A  family  finally  was  mentioned  to  him  by 
his  friend  Daniel  Wheeler,  who  were  not  however  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  taking  boarders.  “  My  mind,”  he  says,  “  on  first  hear¬ 
ing  of  these  lodgings,  felt  perfectly  at  liberty  to  accept  of 
them,  if  I  could  have  them  ;  but  this  1  found  was  a  very  doubt¬ 
ful  matter.  1  requested  to  be  taken  to  them,  that  J  might  try 
if  way  could  be  made  for  my  accommodation.  The  owners 
of  the-  house  received  me  kindly,  and  on  taking  my  seat  in 
their  apartment,  such  were  the  feelings  of  my  mind,  that  it 
was  pronounced  home  to  me.  Qn  my  request  being  made 
known  to  the  family,  I  was  informed  that  i  could  not  be  ac¬ 
commodated  with  two  rooms,  which  i  might  have  had  at  the 
other  places  I  had  seen,  and  that  it  would  take  a  day  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  one  they  were  Willing  to  spare  me.  For  this  offer  of 
one  room  I  felt  truly  thankful,  being  persuaded  in  my  own 
mind  that  it  was  the  right  place  for  me  to  pitch  my  tent :  I 
therefore  agreed  to  accept  it.” 

During  a  period  of  two  months,  in  which  he  passed  through 
great  exercise  of  mind,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  daily  to  walk 
through  the  streets  of  Petersburgh.  He  apprehended  it  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  in  doing  so,  to  choose  the  most  public  places. 
In  this  extremely  trying  service,  earnest  were  his  breathings 
to  the  Lord  to  strengthen  him  patiently  to  yield  to  every  dis¬ 
pensation  which  he  thought  fit  to  permit.  He  appears  to  have 
been  favoured  at  times  with  a  sense  of  being  in  bis  proper 
allotment,  which,  he  remarks,  “enabled  me  to  make  sweet 
melody  in,  my  heart  to  the  Lord,  and  to  crave  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  his  Divine  counsel  and  help  to  keep  my  proper  place 
amongst  the  people,  where  eyes  might  be  upon  me  watching 
my  actions  and  ways  more  than  I  was  aware  of.”  He  had 
his  times  of  great  conflict  of  mind,  but  was  enabled  to  fee) 
that  they  were  in  great  mercy  permitted  by  that  Almighty 
Power,  who.  “deals  with  ns  as  a  wise  parent  with  a  child, 
whose  future  well-doing  he  has  most  at  heart:  not  always 
dandling  his  tender  charge  on  his  knee,  but  letting  him 
feel  his  foot  on  the  ground,  which  he  is  to  tread  upon.” 
“  As  I  was  not  giving  proof,”  he  says,  “  that  I  came  to  this 
country  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants,  great  jealousy  was  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  minds  of  some  in  authority  respecting  me.  I  was 
credibly  informed  reports  were  in  circulation  that  I  had  been 
travelling  all  over  the  continent,  and  giving  away  a  great  deal 
of  money  wherever  I  came,  and  that  my  motives  for  so  doing 
must  be  to  bring  the  people  over  to  myself,  in  order  to  excite 
rebellion.  When  this  report  reached  my  ears  through  a  well- 
wishing  Friend,  who  received  this  information  from  a  person 
very  active  in  the  government,  it  may  well  be  supposed  it 
awakened  in  my  mind  some  painful  considerations;  more 
especially,  having  heard  of  a  recent  circumstance  of  one  of 
my  countrymen  being  ordered  out  of  his  bed  in  the  dead  of 
the  night  into  a  carriage,  and  hurried  away  to  the  frontiers, 
without  any  previous  notice  of  the  cause.  I  was  somewhat 
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prepared  to  meet  reports  of  jealousy  being  excited  in  the  mind  t 
of  the  authorities  respecting  me,  from  the  painful  feelings  ol  h 
my  own  mind  in  this  respect;  which  caused  me  to  be  verj  d 
careful  to  give  no  ground  on  my  part  for  suspicion  that  mj  i 
motives  for  coming  to  Petersburgh  were  any  other  than  thej  > 
were.  1  therefore  carefully  avoided  at  all  times,  except  I  coulc 
give  ample  proof  that  I  had  business,  setting  a  foot  in  any  of 
their  establishments;  I  confined  my  walks  to  places  of  com' 
mon  resort,  and  then  kept  straight  forward,  avoiding,  as  much 
ns  I  could,  any  intercourse  with  strangers;  and  when  I  was 
accosted  in  the  streets  by  such,  I  gave  them  a  short  civil  an¬ 
swer,  and  left  them,  pursuing  my  walk  again ;  for  I  thought  I 
clearly  saw  herein  only  I  was  safe.”  In  the  store  of  an  ac¬ 
quaintance,  he  met  with  a  Russian  nobleman  who  had  been 
making  inquiries  respecting  him,  and  who  manifested  an  eager 
disposition  to  investigate  narrowly  his  motives  for  coming  to 
Russia  at  that  inclement  season  of  the  year.  In  the  course  of 
this  interview,  Thomas  was  made  thankful  that  he  had  at¬ 
tended  to  the  intimation  given  him  before  he  left  Denmark,  to 
dispose  of  all  his  books,  as  he  was  particularly  asked  if  he  had 
brought  any  with  him.  He  was  now  informed,  that  no  English 
books  on  religious  subjects  were  allowed  to  be  brought  into 
the  country. 

His  situation,  he  says,  “  might  be  said  to  resemble  the  owl 
in  the  desert,  the  pelican  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  sparrow 
alone  on  the  house-top;  for  I  passed  days  and  days,  and  hardly 
exchanged  a  word  with  any  one,  except  when  I  went  out  to 
meeting,*  and  asked  the  family  I  was  residing  with  for  my 
common  necessaries:  for  the  way  did  not  open  in  my  own 
mind  to  hold  converse  much  with  them  on  other  subjects. 
Why  it  is  so  with  me  I  have  no  right  to  query ;  my  Divine 
Master  knows  there  is  cause  for  it,  or  he  would  not  lay  me 
under  this  restraint.”  A  week  or  two  after  recording  the 
above,  he  thus  writes:  “I  turned  out  to  take  my  usual  ram¬ 
ble,  under  great  depression  of  mind ;  but  Divine  Goodness 
was  very  merciful  to  me,  and  gave  me  to  see,  that,  although 
not  much  visible  actual  service  had  yet  fallen  to  my  lot,  Pe¬ 
tersburgh  was  my  proper  place  of  abode  for  the  present;  and 
that  I  had  no  cause  to  be  anxious  about  anything,  save  to  be 
preserved  keeping  my  proper  place  amongst  rhe  people ;  watch¬ 
ing  well  my  words  and  actions,  keeping  in  the  lamb-like  dis¬ 
position  of  mind  towards  all.  O,  what  confidence  towards 
God,  this  doing  our  very  best  before  him,  and  being  found 
walking  circumspectly  before  all  men,  gives  us  in  times  of 
close  besetment  from  within,  and  under  the  various  trials  we 
have  to  pass  through  from  things  without !” 

On  the  19th  of  11th  month,  a  very  remarkable  rise  of  the 
river  inundated  a  considerable  portion  of  the  city,  destroying 


*  He  attended  regularly  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  his  friond  Daniel 
Wheeler,  a  few  miles  out  of  the  city. 
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limany  lives  and  much  property.  “  This  awful  visitation  which 
[had  taken  place  in  the  city,”  he  says,  “  loosened  my  bonds ; 

[  the  cloud  which  had  rested  on  the  tabernacle  seemed  gradu¬ 
ally  removing:  it  appearing  to  me  I  must  be  willing  to  take 
i  up  my  pen  and  address  the  inhabitants  generally  on  the  so¬ 
lemn  occasion.”  “  When  I  had  finished  the  address,”  he  says, 
“  my  mind  felt  relieved  from  some  of  the  load  of  exercise  1  had 
been  brought  under  since  the  awful  visitation  which  this  city 
had  witnessed.” 

Several  times  during  his  stay  at.  Petersburgh,  he  appears  to 
have  been  impressed  with  a  belief,  that  it  would  be  his  reli¬ 
gious  duty  to  attempt  a  visit  to  the  Emperor.  As  the  time 
seemed  now  to  have  come,  after  finishing  the  address,  he  sent 
a  note  to  the  Emperor’s  private  secretary,  informing  him 
thereof,  and  requesting  him  to  make  way  for  it.  Before  the 
time  fixed  on  by  the  Emperor  for  the  interview,  Thomas  wrote 
an  address  to  his  countrymen  residing  in  Petersburgh,  Cron- 
stadt  and  Moscow ;  committing  to  paper  what  arose  in  his 
mind  for  them  in  the  love  of  the  gospel. 

Strict  silence  was  observed  by  all  those  who  conducted  him 
to  the  Emperor’s  private  apartment.  “  After  taking  my  seat 
in  this  room  a  short  time,”  he  says,  “  I  observed  the  handle  of 
the  door  opposite  to  that  by  which  I  had  entered,  move, 
which  led  me  to  conclude  some  person  was  about  to  enter. 
I  rose  from  my  seat;  when  a  rather  tall  person,  with  a  placid 
countenance,  came  into  the  room,  so  plain  in  his  attire,  as  to 
ornaments  generally  worn  by  sovereigns,  as  to  induce  me  to 
put  the  question  to  him,  ‘Am  I  now  in  company  with  the 
Emperor]’  To  which  he  replied,  in  an  affable  manner,  ‘Yes, 
you  are.’  He  held  out  his  hand  to  me,  and  taking  his  seat  on 
a  sofa,  placed  me  by  him.  After  he  had  inquired  after  S.  G. 
and  W.  A.,  for  whom  in  warm  terms  he  expressed  his  sincere 
regard,  I  laid  before  the  Emperor  the  manner  in  which  my 
mind  had  been  exercised,  on  account  of  the  notorious  abuse 
of  the  First  day  of  the  week  at  Petersburgh.  I  informed  him 
the  only  way  that  had  opened  in  my  mind  for  relief,  was  by 
taking  up  my  pen  and  committing  to  writing  matter  as  it  came 
before  me  in  line  of  religious  duty,  addressed  to  his  subjects 
generally ;  but  as  I  had  been  well  informed  the  press  was  now 
so  restricted,  that  even  the  Moravians  were  denied  the  liberty 
they  had  heretofore  enjoyed,  of  having  their  new  year’s  hymn 
printed,  it  was  not  possible  I  could  have  the  address  translated 
and  printed;  therefore  1  believed  I  should  not  be  able  faithfully 
to  acquit  myself  in  the  Divine  sight  in  this  matter,  but  by  giving 
the  address  in  charge  to  him,  whom  I  was  to  consider  the  father 
of  his  people;  desiring,  as  I  most  earnestly  did,  that  Divine 
Wisdom  would  be  pleased  to  direct  him  in  the  right  disposed 
of  it.  On  which  he  appeared  cordially  to  receive  it  from  my 
hands.  After  this  subject  was  thus  disposed  of,  various  mat¬ 
ters  were  entered  into,  during  which  I  brought  into  view  such 
subjects  as  to  me  appeared  ripe  to  bring  forward:  other  mat 


(36) 

lers  which  my  mind  had  been  exercised  with,  I  found  I  mus  t 
as  yet  keep  in  the  back  ground ;  yet  1  felt  not  a  little  tried,  les  ( 
I  should  not  obtain  a  second  interview.  However,  a  secre  |  ] 
hope  crossed  my  mind,  that  if  those  further  matters,  not  ye  K 
ripe  for  communication  to  the  Emperor,  were  subjects  Divine  I 
Wisdom  saw  meet  1  should  lay  before  him,  the  Almighty  wai 
able,,  without  any  care  of  mine,  to  make  way  for  it.  Thus  j 5 
was  enabled  to  leave  things,  and  simply  to  attend  to  the  busr 
ness  of  the  present  time ;  for  I  think  1  never  witnessed  my 
mind  more  unshackled,  or  felt  more  freedom  from  all  restraint, 
and  more  at  liberty  to  unbosom  my  whole  soul,  than  I  did  on 
this  occasion  to  the  pious  Emperor,  on  every  subject  as  it  rose 
in  my  mind  to  lay  before  him,  both  as  it  respected  himself  as 
sovereign,  and  his  subjects  he  was  permitted  to  rule  over', 
feeling  more  as  if  I  was  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  servant  depend¬ 
ent  on  me,  than  by  the  side  of  so  great  a  monarch.  Towards 
the  close  of  this  interview,  the  Emperor  very  pathetically  ex¬ 
pressed  himsejf  in  substance  as  follows,  viz. :  ‘  Before  I  became 
acquainted  with  your  religious  Society  and  its  principles,  I 
frequently,  from  my  early  life,  felt  something  in  myself,  which 
at  times  gave  me  clearly  to  see  that  I  stood  in  need  of  a  fur¬ 
ther  knowledge  of  Divine  things  than  I  was  then  in  possession 
of;  which  I  could  not  then  account  for,  nor  did  I  know  where 
to  look  for  that  which  would  prove  availing  to  my  help  in  this 
matter,  until  1  became  acquainted  with  some  of  your  Society, 
and  with  its  principles.  This  I  have  since  considered  to  be 
the  greatest  of  all  the  outward  blessings  the  Almighty  has 
bestowed  upon  me;  because  hereby  I  became  fully  satisfied 
in  my  own  mind,  that  that  which  had  thus  followed  me,  though 
I  was  ignorant  of  what  it  meant,  was  that  same  Divine  Power 
inwardly  revealed,  which  your  religious  Society  have  from 
their  commencement  professed  to  be  actuated  by  in  their  daily 
walks  through  life;  whereby  my  attention  became  turned  with 
increasing  earnestness,  to  seek  after  more  of  an  acquaintance 
with  it  in  my  own  soul.  I  bless  the  Lord,  that  he  thus  con¬ 
tinues  to  condescend  to  send  his  true  gospel  ministers,  to  keep 
me  in  remembrance  of  this  day  of  his  merciful  awakening  to 
my  soul.’  He  then  added:  ‘My  mind  is  at  times  brought 
under  great  suffering,  to  know  how  to  move  along;  I  see 
things  necessary  for  me  to  do,  and  things  necessary  for  me  to 
refuse  complying  with,  which  are  expected  from  me.  You 
have  counselled  me  to  an  unreserved  and  well-timed  obedi¬ 
ence  in  all  things; — I  clearly  see  it  to  be  my  duty;  and  this  is 
what  I  want  to  be  more  brought  into  the  experience  of:  but 
when  I  try  for  it,  doubts  come  into  my  mind,  and  discourage¬ 
ments  prevail :  for,  although  they  ('all  me  an  absolute  monarch, 
it  is  but  little  power  I  have  for  doing  that  which  I  see  it  to  be 
right  for  me  to  do.’  ” 

“  I  feared  my  intruding  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Emperor, 
having,  I  believed,  cast  off  the  whole  of  what  my  mind  was  at 
this  time  charged  with  to  deliver  to  him ;  and  yet  it  felt  trying 
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to  me  to  leave  him,  not  knowing  if  I  ever  should  have  another 
opportunity  of  fully  relieving  my  mind  :  however,  as  it  ap- 
peared  best  for  me  so  to  do,  I  made  the  effort  to  be  moving; 
on  which  the  Emperor  requested  we  might  have  a  quiet  sitting 
together  before  we  parted,  which  accordingly  took  place. 
When  I  arose  from  my  seat  to  go,  the  Emperor  taking  hold 
of  my  hand  and  turning  towards  me  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  said  :  “I  shall  not  consider  this  as  a  parting  opportu¬ 
nity,  but  shall  expect  another  visit  from  you,  before  you  set 
off  tor  your  own  home.”  This  circumstance  afresh  awakened 
in  my  mind  a  feeling  of  reverent  gratitude,  that  I  had  been 
[preserved  from  putting  forth  the  hand,  when  the  Command 
[had  been  to  stay  it.  On  my  being  about  to  retire  from  the 
Emperor,  the  case  of  Hezekiah  was  brought  to  my  remem¬ 
brance,  although  from  a  different  cause,  when  he  turned  his 
face  to  the  wall  and  wept:  for  I  observed  the  Emperor  turned 
himself  from  me,  as  I  fully  believe,  in  order  to  give  vent  to  his 
tears  of  gratitude  to  that  Almighty  Power,  who  in  mercy  had 
been  pleased  to  favour  us  together  with  the  precious  oversha¬ 
dowing  influence  of  his  good  presence;  of  which  I  never  re¬ 
member  to  have  been  more  sensible.  1  was  then  conducted 
to  my  lodgings  in  the  same  quiet  manner,  and  by  the  same 
conveyance ;  deeply  sensible  of  my  inability  to  set  forth  my 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  in  making  the  way  so 
easy  as  it  had  been  to  me.” 

About  four  weeks  after  this  visit,  having  finished  what  ap¬ 
peared  right  for  him  to  do  in  this  city,  with  the  exception  of 
again  visiting  the  Emperor,  he  notified  his  secretary  of  his 
wish  to  do  so.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  1st  month, 
a  carriage  arrived  from  the  palace,  and  his  former  guide  took 
charge  of  him.  “On  my  arrival,”  he  says,  “I  was  conducted 
to  the  Emperor’s  apartment,  who  received  me  with  his  usual 
affability,  giving  me  his  hand  and  seating  me  on  the  sofa  be¬ 
side  him.  He  then  informed  me  that  he  had  read  the  address 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Petersburg!),  which  I  had  put  into  his 
hands,  with  the  contents  of  which  he  was  well  satisfied.  I 
stated  to  him  the  impracticability  of  obtaining  a  translation  of 
my  address,  and  having  it  printed  in  England.  I  was  fully 
satisfied  if  they  came  into  the  country,  they  would  be  de¬ 
stroyed  :  therefore,  as  the  Emperor  appeared  willing  to  take 
charge  of  it,  I  did  not  attempt  to  prescribe  any  precise  mode 
for  hinrto  pursue,  but  only  expressed  the  concern  of  my  mind 
that  he  might  be  strengthened  to  look  after  Divine  Wisdom  in 
the  right  disposal  of  it.  In  this  expression  of  my  feeling  he 
appeared  fully  to  unite,  and  in  thus  leaving  the  matter  with 
him,  my  mind  was  favoured  to  experience  peace.  On  my 
saying  there  were  some  matters  of  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  his  dominions,  which  I  found  I  durst  do  no  otherwise  than 
lay  before  him,  although  they  might  be  delicate  matters  for 
me  to  touch  upon  —  the  Emperor  replied  :  ‘  Why  hesitate  1  I 
am  open  to  receive  all  you  may  have  to  say,  on  any  subject.’ 
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The  way  being  thus  mercifully  made  plain  for  me,  for  so  I 
felt  it  to  be,  to  the  humbling  of  my  very  soul  in  deep  prostra¬ 
tion  before  the  Lord,  who  had  in  the  renewings  of  his  mercy 
dealt  with  me,  I  endeavoured  in  as  concise  and  impressive  a 
manner  as  possible,  to  obtain  full  relief  to  my  own  mind. 
Amongst  the  subjects  which  I  had  to  lay  before  him,  one  par¬ 
ticularly  was  the  very  debased  state  o(  vassalage  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  his  subjects  were  held  in  bondage  to  others, 
and  the  awful  consequences  that  eventually  must  result  from 
it.  This  was  a  subject  which  I  rejoiced  to  find  had  laid  near 
his  own  heart.  I  then  adverted  to  the  punishment  of  the  knout 
practised  in  this  country.  In  my  former  visit  I  had  fully  ex¬ 
pressed  my  feelings  of  horror  on  this  subject,  and  I  was  then 
glad  to  find  that  it  had  occupied  the  mind  of  the  Emperor. 
He  inquired  of  me  what  other  mode  of  punishment  could  be 
adopted  that  would  be  likely  to  work  such  a  reformation  in 
offenders  as  was  desirable.”  Thomas  Shillitoe  proposed  to 
substitute  the  tread-mill ;  and,  by  permission  of  the  Emperor, 
he  afterwards  furnished  him  with  a  complete  model  of  one  in 
full  work,  with  figures  placed  on  the  wheel  to  show  its  opera¬ 
tion,  which  had  been  sent  from  England  for  this  purpose;  but 
through  the  fears  of  the  merchant  to  whom  it  was  consigned 
had  been  kept  back.  In  this  interview,  he  also  laid  before  the 
Emperor  the  declining  state  of  the  Bible  association,  in  conse 
quence  of  the  managers  being  denied  the  privilege  of  distrib 
uting  them,  although  the  people  anxiously  desired  a  supply  in 
their  native  language.  “  A  full  opportunity,”  he  continues, 
“  having  now  been  afforded  me  to  relieve  my  mind  of  all  that 
I  apprehended  was  required  of  me  to  express  to  the  Emperoi 
in  the  line  of  religious  duty,  a  pause  took  place:  feeling  myself 
constrained  to  kneel  down  in  supplication,  the  Emperor  went 
on  his  knees  by  my  side.  After  rising  from  our  knees,  anc 
sitting  a  while  quietly  together,  the  time  for  my  departure  being 
come,  I  rose  to  go ;  and  after  holding  each  other  most  affec¬ 
tionately  by  the  hand,  he  saluted  me,  and  we  took  a  heart- 
tendering  farewell.  Being  conveyed  back  to  my  lodgings, 
and  taking  my  seat  in  my  apartment,  it  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  I  could  refrain  from  proclaiming  aloud  my  feelings  of 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God.  For  a  while  I  felt  like  one  lost  in 
admiration,  but  afterwards  the  retrospect  of  what  had  fallen 
from  my  lips  caused  me  to  tremble;  but  in  due  time  Divine 
Goodness  in  mercy  condescended  to  pour  into  my  heart  such 
a  portion  of  the  wine  of  consolation,  as  he  best  knew  I  was 
able  to  bear :  for  I  soon  became  sensible  a  care  was  now  ne¬ 
cessary  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  withstand  the  wiles  of 
Satan,  as  ever  it  was  when  my  mind  was  under  exercise  for 
the  service  which  I  had  been  thus  mercifully  enabled  to  ac¬ 
complish.  My  bonds  being  now  loosened,  I  felt  nearly  ready 
to  take  my  departure.”  After  paying  a  visit  to  the  prisons, 
and  having  a  religious  opportunity  with  the  Prince  Alexander 
Galitzin,  lie  left  Russia  in  company  with  his  friend  Daniel 
Wheeler,  and  returned  to  England. 
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Although  now  far  advanced  in  life,  being  72  years  of  age, 

.  md  his  health  rather  impaired  by  the  hardships  he  had  en- 
,  lured  on  the  continent,  yet  he  readily  yielded  to  an  apprehen- 
ion  of  duty,  to  pay  a  rejigious  visit  to  his  friends  and  others 
n  North  America.  About  a  year  after  his  return  from  Rus- 
;ia,  he  again  left  England.  “Having  thus,”  he  writes,  “era- 
)arked  on  the  bosom  of  the  great  deep  under  an  apprehension 
|)f  Divine  requiring,  my  greatest  concern  was,  that  during  my 
separation,  whether  shorter  or  longer,  from  them  (his  wife  and 
children)  and  my  outward  concerns,  I  might  be  preserved  so 
fully  and  so  faithfully  attending  to  my  great  Master’s  business, 
so  faithfully  abiding  in  that  place  of  action  tie  may  see  meet 
to  place  me  in,  as  that,  when  my  service  on  the  American 
shore  shall  be  over,  if  permitted  to  return  to  my  native  land,  it 
may  be  with  the  reward  of  that  soul-enriching  peace,  which 
ever  will  in  due  time  follow  obedience  unto  Him.” 

At  the  time  of  his  arrival  here,  it  was  a  period  of  much  un¬ 
settlement  amongst  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
owing  to  a  grievous  disesteem  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  great 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion.  His  company  and  religious 
labours  were  very  acceptable  and  edifying  to  those  who  were 
desirous  of  maintaining  faithfully  the  Christian  doctrines  and 
testimonies  of  the  Society.  His  solid,  consistent  deportment, 
and  the  steady  unflinching  testimony  which  he  bore  against 
the  spirit  of  unbelief  tended  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  strengthen 
their  hands,  and  encourage  them  to  persevere  amid  the  mani¬ 
fold  trials  by  which  they  were  beset.  He  visited  several  tribes 
of  Indians,  many  of  our  prisons,  and  in  the  Southern  States 
he  was  led  in  a  remarkable  manner  to  plead  for  the  poor 
slaves,  especially  in  private  opportunities,  with  conspicuous 
dealers  or  holders  of  them.  After  labouring  in  this  land  for 
about  three  years,  he  was  favoured  to  close  His  visit  in  peace, 
and  to  reach  his  own  home  in  the  9th  mo.  1829.  On  arriving 
at  his  residence,  he  says:  “  May  I  never  forget  the  multiplied 
mercies  of  my  Divine  Caretaker,  amidst  the  many  perils  and 
dangers  to  which  1  have  been  exposed ;  but,  above  all,  that  he 
was  pleased  to  hear  and  answer  my  daily  petitions  to  him  to 
preserve  me  out  of  the  hands  of  men  of  unsound  principles, 
who,  I  had  good  ground  for  believing,  were  watching  for  op¬ 
portunities  to  ensnare  me : — the  retrospect  affords  a  consoling 
evidence,  through  adorable  mercy  and  preservation,  that  they 
have  nothing  of  an  offensive  nature  justly  to  lay  to  my  charge. 
Oh  !  may  I  in  future  be  found  walking  worthy  of  these  unmer¬ 
ited  favours,  saith  my  soul !” 

After  his  return  from  America,  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  days 
at  Tottenham,  near  London.  He  felt  the  infirmities  of  declin¬ 
ing  years.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  bodily  suf- 
ferings  were  often  considerable;  but  living  near  the  meeting¬ 
house,  he  regularly  attended  all  the  meetings  held  there,  con¬ 
tinuing  earnestly  to  exhort  his  friends  to  let  their  obedience 
to  the  law  of  God,  keep  pace  with  the  knowledge  of  its  require¬ 
ments;  labouring  with  them  on  the  necessity  of  pressing  after 


holiness  of  life,  and  a  thorough  surrender  of  their  wills  to  tbd 
Divine  Will.  He  still  endeavoured  to  do  good,  and  to  com-j 
municate.  He  was  much  beloved  and  respected  by  his  neighJ 
bours.  One  of  the  very  last  acts  of  his  life,  when  his  Weak* 
ness  had  greatly  increased  and  disease  was  wasting  his  com 
stitution,  was  to  collect  and  assist  in  expending  a  sum  of* 
money  for  the  comfort  of  his  poor  neighbours,  by  the  repair* 
and  improvement  of  some  almshouses.  He  was  continually  ' 
concerned  that  he  might  be  found  ready  to  meet  his  Lord*  , 
when  the  solemn  messenger  of  death  should  arrive,  often  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  necessity  of  watchfulness,  lest,  having  long  pro¬ 
fessed  the  truth,  he  should  in  the  end  become  a  castaway.  In 
the  retrospect  of  his  lengthened  but  active  life,  he  was  very 
desirous  that  his  friends  should  know  that  he  trusted  fn  nothing ■ 
but  the  free  mercy  of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus;  repeatedly  assur-  ' 
ing  them,  that  all  his  own  righteousness  was  but  as  filthy  rags. 

On  the  5th  of  the  6th  mo.  1836,  he  was  taken  alarmingly  ill.  Early  in  ‘ 
the  morning  of  the  following  day,  he  became  mueh  worse  from  increased 
debility,  and  his  breathing  being  difficult,  he  said  :  “  It  is  labour,  hut  not 
sorrow.  0  !  deliver  me,  if  consistent  with  thy  blessed  will.  I  am  in  the  ’ 
hands  of, a  rhereiful  God:  take  me';  I  can  give  up  all  in  this  world.  O,  ' 
come  !  come,  blessed  Jesus  !  if  it  is  consistent  with  thy  blessed  will.”  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  of  that  day,  he  was  visited  by  a  friend,  who  found 
him  in  extreme  weakness,  but  in  the  possession  of  his  mental  powers.  He 
observed  that  it  was  difficult  to  maintain  patience.  “O!  for  patience,”  he 
exclaimed.;  “  O!  for  a  little  help  to  be  preserved  in  patience.”  After  some 
further  expression,  he  added:  “But  surely  mercy  is  even-now  covering 
the  judgment-seat  as  to  a  hair’s  breadth.”  A  hope  was  expressed  to  him, 
that  although  the  body  was  brought  very  low,  the  mind  was  anchored  on 
the  unfailing  Rock.  He  promptly  replied:  “O,  yes;  if  it  were  not  so, 
what  should  I  now  do,  or  what  would  now  become  of  me  ?  Oh  !  truly,  I 
am  a  poor  creature  every  way,  wholly  dependent  on  the  mercy  of  my  Re¬ 
deemer  :  and  if  he  do  but  admit  the  pearl  gates  to  be  so  far  opened  that  I 
may  be  admitted  within  them,  it  will  be  enough.  Oi  l  see  the  goodly 
land  before  me,  and  the  glorious  journey  thither;  but  I  am  not  yet  permit¬ 
ted  to  enter  it.  It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  prospect,  as  clear  to  the  eye  of  my 
soul  as  any  outward  object  to  the  natural  sight.”  He  then  exclaimed  — 

“  O  1  the  love  of  my  Redeemer,  how  sweet  it  is  !  May  my  latest  breath  be 
engaged  in  singing  his  praises.”  He  said  that  he  had  no  works  or  merit 
to  carry  with  him,  on  that  beautiful  road,  nor  any  claim  to  prefer  at  the 
pearl  gates;  but  the  love  and  mercy  of  that  Saviour,  who  shed  his  precious 
blood  for  him.  On  the  Friends  taking  leave  of  him,  he  expressed  that  he 
felt  love  to  all  his  friends,  without  exception,  emphatically  adding,  “  to  all 
my  friends.”  At  another  time,  on  receiving  a  message  of  love  from  two 
Friends,  he  said  his  love  was  to  every  body,  all  the  world  over;  even  the 
worst  sinner:  he  loved  them,  but  not  their  deeds, — that  his  love  was  uni¬ 
versal  to  all  the  human  race,  adding,  “if  it  were  not  so,  how  miserable 
should  I  feel !” 

He  quietly  passed  away  from  time  to  eternity,  on  the  12th  of  the  6th  mo. 
1836.  He  was  about  82  years  old,  and  had  been  a  minister  upwards  of  50 
years.  We  believe  that  to  this  aged  servant  of  God  may  be  rightly  applied 
the  words  of  Holy  Scripture  ; — “  Blessed  aro  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  la¬ 
bours  ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

THE  END.  '  *■  '  , 


